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Food Scrap Diversion
Welcome to the Food Scrap Diversion program for Grantham!

These slides introduce you to the program and give you help on what to do.

Please, if you have ANY questions, contact me (Jeanne Raymond) via email:
NH1.FoodScrapDiversion@gmail.com
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Food diversion pilot team for Grantham Jeanne Raymond 802 881 4908, NH1.FoodScrapDiversion@gmail.com

Cynthia Nichols  603 508 1594, cnichols@antioch.edu

Grantham Transfer Station supervisor Dana Ramspott, dramspott@granthamnh.gov

werecyclefood.com Kate Dickey
info@nordicwaste.net
603 442 0770

mailto:NH1.FoodScrapDiversion@gmail.com
mailto:cnichols@antioch.edu


Why divert food scraps?
There are natural (~36%) and human (~64%) sources of methane emissions.
Landfills rank 3rd in human sourced methane gas emissions, after fossil fuel and livestock farming.

By diverting food scraps from the landfill, we are reducing the amount of trash that ends up in 
the landfill.  Food NEVER breaks down in a landfill.

We also reduce the amount of human sourced methane.

In addition to environmental benefits, there are costs savings:
Reduce trash volume & costs.

- Grantham trash is shipped to the White mountains, and that landfill will be full in 3 years. 
Afterwards the current plan is to ship our trash to New York state. $$$$

Reduce costs associated with climate changes (weather, warming impacts)

“We don’t need a handful of people doing zero waste perfectly. 
We need a million people doing it imperfectly.” 

Anne Marie Bonneau
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We’re joining other programs inflight

Food diversion in other communities
● New London has over 170 residents in a similar program.  They are collecting 2500 lbs per week of 

food (including meat and bones).  
● The Lebanon Transfer station accepts food scraps. They have 30% savings in composting v landfill.  

The Lebanon landfill is filling up. They’ve even started ‘digging’ into the landfill to remove 
recyclables in order to create more space for actual trash.

● The Eastman community started in 2023 and now has over 50 households participating. The 
Eastman program is a ‘co-op’: participants cover the costs of pickup services.

4New London Eastman



Food Diversion Basics

Kitchen

Garage/
vestibule
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What to divert: basically any food or organic material touched by food.
● Fruit and veggie scraps (remove stickers)
● Unwanted breads/grains/seeds
● Coffee grinds and filters. Tea (make sure your tea bag isn’t plastic, remove staples)
● Egg shells (crunch them up if possible)
● Meat, dairy, bones, shellfish scraps
● Paper or cardboard that has been soiled with food, such as:

● Soiled pizza box parts  (rip up the pizza box into smaller pieces)
● Soiled paper napkins or paper towels.
● Soiled paper take home containers

Transfer 
Station

Weekly 
pickup by 
NordicWaste
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Food diversion tips
1. In your kitchen, add a small container for easy, immediate collection.

a. On occasion add drying pellets  (optional, helpful in reducing fruit flies).
b. If desired, use BioBags. These are compostable bags which reduces mess.

● There are other similar products: be diligent about reading labels, and do 
a feasibility test in your home (does it break down?). 
We *know* the BioBag works.

2. When kitchen container is full, dump into 5 gal blue bucket
a. Store the bucket near your other trash or where convenient
b. Putting newspaper/paper towels in the bottom of the blue bucket will 

make it easier to empty and clean.

3. As needed, take the blue bucket to Grantham Transfer station. The blue bucket 
indicates that you are part of the Grantham Food Diversion pilot program. 

7



EASTMAN RESIDENTS: IMPORTANT
Your household CANNOT participate in both the Grantham Transfer Station 
program and the Eastman Community program at the SAME time.

You must pick one or the other, and use ONLY those bins.
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Eastman Grantham Transfer Station

Bins located in Eastman. Bins at the transfer station.

Available 24/7 Available during transfer station hours.

Paid for by households. (~$90 annually) Paid for with grants and town monies.

Permanent timeline. Pilot program, moving towards permanence.

Managed by Jeanne Raymond Managed by Jeanne Raymond and Dana Ramspott.

Pickup using NordicWaste. Pickup using NordicWaste.



How to get started
1. Send an email to NH1.FoodScrapDiversion@gmail.com indicating interest.

● Include:
● Address
● How many members in your household?
● Are you full or part time?  (summarize schedule if part time)
● Add a short statement about yourself: Have you ever composted before?  Why are you interested?

2. Get a kitchen collection jar.  (Gardener’s supply, Amazon, etc). 
3. Get blue bucket. Cost is $10 (half price)

● Pay options: 
● Cash at time of pickup
● Venmo (jeanne-raymond-1) prior to delivery/pickup
● Check (PO Box 262, made out to Jeanne Raymond) prior to delivery/pickup

● Pickup options:
● Jeanne can deliver to your house. You don’t have to be home.
● Meet at the Grantham Park and Ride Tuesday, Oct 28 between 5-5:30.
● Go to transfer station on Nov 8 during open hours.

4. Read these charts which tell you what belongs in the bins.
5. Start your new kitchen food scrap habits.
6. Bins are already at the Grantham Transfer station! 
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FAQs
What happens to the food scraps?

NordicWaste (https://werecyclefood.com/), a small startup, is the food scrap pickup service. They 
pickup weekly. Initially scraps were taken to the Lebanon transfer station. Now they are taken to a 
farm and managed by werecyclefood.

What are common mistakes?

● Households MUST remove produce stickers. They are made from PLASTIC.
● You cannot put paper cups in the bins, they typically have a plastic coating.
● Be sure and rip up your soiled pizza box into smaller pieces.
● Read the guidelines: it’s a pretty thorough list of what is included or not.

How often  will I need to empty the blue bucket?

This varies by households, but for 2 people about every 2-3 weeks. As you start separating your scraps 
you’ll see the waste and often find ways to reduce by buying less or being more efficient.
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FAQs
I live in a condo. Where should I put my blue bucket?

“I live in WCB, and have great success with a small kitchen container, (stonespace / LalaStar / EKO Puro / coupled with GreFusion 
or UNNI compostable bags - all easily found on Amazon, maybe other retailers.  5 gallon Blue bucket stays in my enclosed 
vestibule.  No problems at all with smells or bears!”
“We use a stainless steel countertop compost bucket with small compostable bag liners. We also keep the blue bucket in our 
enclosed vestibule, but haven’t had to use it much since we’re weekenders up here. We just drop as we leave each weekend. We 
rarely have more than a full container. We’ve not had any issues with smells.”

Do the participants receive any of the composted material?  

Not yet. NordicWaste is a startup company, and they have mentioned that they hope to provide composting 
in return. They initially were taking the scraps to the Lebanon landfill, so getting compost was not an option. 
As they move the services to their own property they hope to provide composting. 
 
Is the goal to ultimately move the Eastman program to the transfer station?  

Definitely some portion of the Eastman co-op will switch to the Grantham Transfer station.  
But I suspect we'll always have a local Eastman program too, for condo owners and people who for whatever 
reason don't go to the dump. The cost of the Eastman program is not very large (per household about $90 
annually).
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FAQs
What about BPI Compostable?

There are more and more products now that are “commercially compostable” but like many things 
labeling can be misleading. Generally ‘commercially compostable” should be ok. I encourage you to 
search and choose these products over PLASTIC.  Some examples of products that come in a “BPI 
Compostable” option are:

● Keurig-like coffee pods
● Cups or plates for picnics/events
● Bags used in internet purchases  (companies are trying! It should say on the bag)

If you are curious about an item, send me an email. You’ll find that I’ll help with searching, and also I like 
to run an experiment on the item in my own backyard composter.  Let’s learn together.
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Thank you for reading to the end.

Reach out if you have any questions at all.
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