FINAL
TOWN OF GRANTHAM NEW HAMPSHIRE
PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 3, 2023
JW Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Peter Guillette called the meeting to order at 6:57 p.m. on Thursday, August 3,
2023.

Present: Chair Peter Guillette, Selectmen's Representative Connie Jones, Board Member
Ralph Beasley, Board Member Bob (Robert) Benson, Board Member Jacob Noble, and
Board Clerk Emily Owens

Public: Alternate Jeremy Walla and Chris Paquette

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Board Member Ralph Beasley made a motion to accept the minutes from July 6, 2023,
as printed, seconded by Board Member Jacob Noble. Unanimously Approved

NEW BUSINESS
Sign Permit Application Temporary: 08-2023-01; Lebanon Rotary Club; Route 10/Route
114 MAP (August 22-September 2)

Chair Guillette asked if there were any questions from the Board. He thought the sign
was straight forward and met the requirements set forth in the Grantham Zoning
Ordinance. It was suggested that the sign should be placed on the grassy knoll at the
corner of the routes. Chair Guillette asked if the Board had any questions, hearing none
he entertained a motion to approve the temporary sign permit from August 22 through
September 2 on the grassy knoll, Board Member Bob Benson moved the motion, and
Board Member Jacob Noble seconded the motion. Unanimously Approved

Application for Preliminary Minor Subdivision: 08-2023-02; Douglas Webb; 360 Cote
Rd MAP 237 LOT 054

Chris Paquette represented Douglas Webb at the meeting. It was explained that the
purpose of subdividing is to possibly sell the lot for someone to build on. Chair Guillette
asked in the last ten years have there been any changes to the property, specifically with
regards to subdividing, and Mr. Pagquette answered no. The process of applying for a final
subdivision was explained but the information is available on the town website
(granthamnh.net). Board Member Benson asked why the delay in applying since the
survey was done last year and Mr. Paquette explained that it wasn’t urgent for Mr. Webb.
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Chair Guillette requested that the drawings submitted to the Planning Board be a
minimum of 11 inches by 17 inches. Board Member Benson asked about the driveway
and right-of-way on the property, and it was confirmed that Mr. Webb plans on keeping
them both as they are. With no further questions from the Planning Board, they thanked
Mr. Paquette for his time.

Proposal for Updating Solar Zoning Regulations 08-2023-03

Jeremy Walla provided the Planning Board with a copy of his proposed changes to the
Grantham Zoning Ordinance with regards to solar energy systems. Mr. Walla’s has
written a multiple step initiative; first he wrote definitions to support solar energy
systems, then he would like to permit by district. Currently, Mr. Walla stated that the
Grantham Zoning Ordinance is trying to limit commercial solar energy systems but ends
up limiting all solar energy systems. Board Member Jacob Noble thought that the process
for ground-mounted solar should be permitted with a building permit if it adheres to the
setbacks established per district. Board Member Jacob Noble thought that roof-mounted
solar should be allowed in all districts. Mr. Walla agreed that is what his language
recommends. It was suggested that Mr. Walla should provide a simpler version of his
language for the ballot and resubmit to the Planning Board.

IV.  OLD BUSINESS — NONE

V. CORRESPONDENCES
ZBA Decision Letters
The ZBA had a meeting in July and granted 3 applications: 1 ground-mounted solar
energy system special exception and 2 variances. One variance was for the replacement
of decks and stairs and the other variance was for installation of a heat pump system.

VI. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business Board Member Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Board Member Ralph Beasley, approved and the meeting adjourned at 7:46
p.m.

The next meeting of the Planning Board is scheduled for September 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room of the Grantham Town Offices.
Information will be provided for the public interested in joining the meeting by electronic
means.

Respectfully Submitted,

Emily Owens
Planning Board Clerk
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