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 FINAL 

TOWN OF GRANTHAM NEW HAMPSHIRE 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 5, 2023 

JW Conference Room 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

V.C. Bob (Robert) Benson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 
5, 2023. 
 
Present: V.C. Bob (Robert) Benson, Board Member Ralph Beasley, Board Member Jacob 
Noble, Alternate Andrew Fitzgerald, Alternate Jeremy Walla, and Board Clerk Emily 
Owens 
Public: Applicant Michelle Kinch, Applicant Michael Sannito, Zoning Board Chair Thomas 
Shemanske, and Zoning Board Member Susan Terwilliger 
 
V.C. Benson appointed Andrew Fitzgerald and Jeremy Walla to be the full voting board 
members for the meeting because Chair Guillette and Selectmen's Representative 
Warren Kimball were unable to attend. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Board Member Ralph Beasley made a motion to accept the minutes from September 7, 
2023, as printed, seconded by Board Member Jeremy Walla. Unanimously Approved 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS 

Application for Annexation: 10-2023-02; Michael & Lisa Sannito; 73 Draper Mill Road 
MAP 216 LOT 071, 71 Draper Mill Road MAP 216 LOT 070, and 69 Draper Mill Road MAP 
216 LOT 069 
 
V.C. Benson introduced the application, a merger of three lots, and the property owner 
Michael Sannito. V.C. Benson asked if the Board had any questions, there being none, he 
entertained a motion to approve the application. Board Member Jacob Noble moved the 
motion, seconded by Board Member Andrew Fitzgerald. Unanimously Approved 
 
Application for Annexation: 10-2023-01; Michelle Kinch; 10 Fox Run MAP 223 LOT 027 
and 8 Fox Run MAP 223 LOT 028 
 
V.C. Benson introduced the application, a merger of two lots, and the property owner 
Michelle Kinch. V.C. Benson asked if the Board had any questions, there being none, he 
entertained a motion to approve the application. Board Member Ralph Beasley moved 
the motion, seconded by Board Member Jacob Noble. Unanimously Approved 
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Public Hearing for Proposed Changes to the Grantham Zoning Ordinance 
 
V.C. Benson opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m. and he asked Board Member Walla 
to explain the changes to the Zoning Ordinance with regards to solar. He explained that 
the proposed changes to solar would permit rooftop solar by district and ground-
mounted solar but under certain conditions. Zoning Board Chair Thomas Shemanske 
asked about placing a height limit on ground-mounted solar panels because the current 
requirements are vague. He suggested that adding language that the ground-mounted 
solar panels must adhere to the height and set-back requirements of the district would 
cover the issue. 
 
Zoning Board Chair Thomas Shemanske asked about adding warrant articles to cover the 
Zoning Board’s suggested changes to non-conforming lots and the Shoreland and River 
Overlay District. The additional warrant articles will be included and discussed for the 
next public hearing. 
 
Zoning Board Member Susan Terwilliger suggested that the Planning Board should 
emphasize the cost-saving aspect to residents if the revisions to the Grantham Zoning 
Ordinance are passed. Zoning Board Chair Thomas Shemanske thought that the first 
proposed warrant article should be amended to add the definitions to Article XIX 
(Definitions) instead of Article XVIII (Miscellaneous Provisions). V.C. Benson asked if there 
were any other public comments, hearing none, he closed the Public Hearing at 7:28 p.m. 
 
V.C. Benson asked if there was any other business to discuss and Board Clerk Owens 
suggested the Planning Board update the Subdivision Regulations with the help of either 
NHMA or UVLSRPC. The Planning Board suggested $5,000 be requested in the 2024 fiscal 
year budget to update the Subdivision Regulations. Board Member Ralph Beasley made 
a motion to add $5,000 to the Planning Board budget to cover the cost of updating forms, 
policies, procedures, and regulations. The motion was seconded by Board Member 
Jeremy Walla. Unanimously Approved 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS – NONE 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business Board Member Ralph Beasley made a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Board Member Andrew Fitzgerald, approved by all members, and the 

meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  

 

The next meeting of the Planning Board is scheduled for November 2, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room of the Grantham Town Offices. 

Information will be provided for the public interested in attending the meeting by 

electronic means. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Emily Owens 
Planning Board Clerk 


