FINAL
TOWN OF GRANTHAM NEW HAMPSHIRE
PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 2, 2023
JW Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Peter Guillette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 2,
2023.

Present: Chair Peter Guillette, V.C. Bob (Robert) Benson, Board Member Ralph Beasley
(remote), Selectmen's Representative Warren Kimball, Alternate Jeremy Walla, and
Board Clerk Emily Owens

Public: Applicant Greg Sagris (Dunkin Donuts), Zoning Board Chair Thomas Shemanske,
Zoning Board Member Paula Bresnick, and Energy Committee Chair T.J. Alexander

Chair Guillette appointed Jeremy Walla to be the full voting board member for the
meeting because Board Member Jacob Noble was unable to attend.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
V.C. Bob (Robert) Benson made a motion to accept the minutes from October 5, 2023,
as printed, seconded by Board Member Jeremy Walla. Unanimously Approved

NEW BUSINESS
Application for Sign Permit: 11-2023-01; Dunkin Donuts; 120 Route 10 South MAP 233
LOT 026

Chair Guillette introduced the application, a sign permit request for the replacement of
the sign for Dunkin formerly Dunkin Donuts, and the business owner Greg Sagris. Chair
Guillette asked Mr. Sagris to explain the request to the Planning Board. Mr. Sagris
explained that each Dunkin store needs to be remodeled every 10 years to keep up with
current images. Additionally, the business will be closed for the interior remodel during
the first two weeks of January. Chair Guillette asked Mr. Sagris if he was aware of the
requirement that the illumination for the sign be turned off when the business is closed,
and he responded yes. Chair Guillette asked if the Board had any further questions, there
being none, he entertained a motion to approve the application. V.C. Bob (Robert)
Benson moved the motion, seconded by Board Member Jeremy Walla. Unanimously
Approved

Public Hearings for Proposed Changes to the Grantham Zoning Ordinance
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Chair Guillette opened the second Public Hearing for the warrant articles related to
updating solar energy systems in the Grantham Zoning Ordinance at 7:06 p.m. The
Zoning Board of Adjustment suggested a revision of the warrant article language to make
the two warrant articles clearer; one being the approval of ground and roof mounted
solar systems in all districts with amended definitions and the second being the approval
of utility solar by special exception in the business light district with a definition. The
original drafter of the warrant articles, Board Member Jeremy Walla, agreed with the
revisions of the warrant article language. Zoning Board Chair Thomas Shemanske asked
if the Planning Board was in favor of the suggested changes to the warrant articles and
they stated yes. Energy Committee Chair T.J. Alexander asked the board about the
amended definition that included the removal of thermal from the solar energy systems
and why in 2020 when the Grantham Zoning Ordinance was updated it was not
adequate. Board Member Walla explained that residents were allowed to install solar
energy systems without any issues but when the ordinance was revised in 2020 the Town
began enforcing the new ordinances which required a variance for all solar in any district.
He further explained that a variance requires a resident to meet strict criteria, such as
explaining a hardship, and this was difficult to demonstrate to the Zoning Board. The
clarification of solar energy systems with these warrant articles will reduce a significant
burden on residents and ZBA members. With regards to Chair T.J. Alexander questions
about thermal energy systems, he requested that the amended definition include the
following language from the original definition “thermal or photovoltaic energy
system”. These changes were made to the warrant articles during the meeting. Chair
Guillette asked if there were any other public comments and there were not. It was
discussed that the new warrant articles will appear in the annual town report for a
vote in March. Chair Guillette closed the public portion of the Planning Board meeting
at 7:31 p.m. V.C. Bob (Robert) Benson made a motion to recommend the 2 warrant
articles regarding solar energy systems, seconded by Selectmen's Representative Warren
Kimball. Unanimously Approved

Zoning Board Chair Shemanske asked about the two warrant articles the Zoning Board
provided to cover judicial changes to non-conforming lots and language clarifying
requirements for the Shoreland and River Overlay District. The Planning Board will take
the two warrant articles for these issues and have the public hearings in December and
January.

Chair Guillette opened a Public Hearing at 7:40 p.m. for the warrant article amended the
Grantham Zoning Ordinance to update Article XVI and XIX to reflect legislative changes
to RSA 21:53, RSA 676:7, and RSA 672:3. The Planning Board agreed that the reduction
in postage costs and aligning more with the RSAs were a sensible idea. Chair Guillette
asked if there were any other public comments, hearing none, he closed the Public
Hearing at 7:44 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS — NONE
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V. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business V.C. Bob (Robert) Benson made a motion to adjourn,

seconded by Board Member Jeremy Walla, approved by all members, and the meeting
adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

The next meeting of the Planning Board is scheduled for December 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room of the Grantham Town Offices.
Information will be provided for the public interested in attending the meeting by
electronic means.

Respectfully Submitted,

Emily Owens
Planning Board Clerk
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