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~PUBLICATION NOTES~  

 

¶ Cover Photo: New Hampshire State bird (Purple Finch) was photographed by resident 

Sheridan Brown in his backyard. 

¶ Other photos courtesy of David Beckley, David Wood, Jeremiah Fountain, Martha Norris, 

Marsha Googins, Jamielynn Garland 

¶ Printing by: R.C. Brayshaw, West Lebanon, NH 

 

 

Photos:  Courtesy of resident Sheridan Brown.  Top photoðButternut Brook 

Bottom photosð Redpoll Finches. Redpolls are winter finches that visit northern parts of our 

state (which is considered flying south for them) every couple of years.  These were taken in 

the backyard of Grantham resident Sheridan Brown.   
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Town Department Information 
 

SELECTMENôS OFFICE; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6021; fax 603-863-4499 

Hours: Monday............................. 8am ï 5pm 

  Tuesday............................. 8am ï 5pm 

  Wednesday........................ 8am ï 5pm 

  Thursday........................... 8am ï 5pm 

  Friday................................ 8am ï 4pm 

      

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR; PO Box 135; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-5608; fax 603-863-4499 

Hours: Monday............................. 8am ï 5pm 

  Tuesday............................. 8am ï 7pm  

  Wednesday........................ 8am ï 7pm  

  Thursday........................... 8am ï 5pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm ï 1pm 

  Friday................................ 8am ï 4pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm ï 1pm 

      

DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY; PO Box 1580; 401 Route 10 S; 603-863-2172 

Hours: Monday............................. 9am ï 7:30pm 

  Tuesday............................. Closed 

  Wednesday........................ 9am ï 7:30pm 

  Thursday........................... 9am ï 5pm 

  Friday................................ 9am ï 12pm 

  Saturday............................ 9am ï 2pm 

      

FIRE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 80; 251 Route 10 S; 603-863-5710 

      

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT; 36 Dunbar Hill Road; 603-863-9156; fax 603-863-4499 

      

POLICE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 704; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6844; fax 603-863-8152 

Non-Emergency 24-Hour Dispatch 603-863-3232; EMERGENCY 911 

      

TRANSFER STATION; 1150 Route 114; 603-863-9713; fax 603-863-4499 

Hours: Sunday.............................. 9am ï 4pm 

  Monday............................. 8am ï 12pm 

  Tuesday............................. Closed 

  Wednesday........................ Closed 

  Thursday........................... 8am ï 4pm 

  Friday................................ 10am ï 4pm 

  Saturday............................ 8am ï 4pm 

      

MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE 

    

Board of Selectmen:  2nd & 4th Wednesday; 5pm 

Conservation Commission:  3rd Monday; 7pm 

Library Trustees:  3rd Monday; 5:30pm 

Open Space Committee:  1st Thursday; 8:30am 

Planning Board:  1st Thursday; 7pm 

Trustees of the Trust Funds:  2nd Tuesday; 1pm 

Zoning Board of Adjustment:  4th Thursday; 7pm 
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Officials and Staff of Grantham 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN   TERM EXPIRES 

  G. Warren Kimball, Chair   2017 

  Kenneth B. Story  2015 

  Constance A. Jones 2016 

      

MODERATOR     

  Susanna Schweizer  2016 

 Lorie McCloryðAssistant Moderator  

     

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR ï Melissa White   

      

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ï Ann Jasper   

    

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT ï Martha Norris   

    

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR   

  Rita Friedman 2016 

  Cynthia Towle, Deputy   

      

TOWN TREASURER     

  Christopher Morris 2016 

  Deputies:  Stephen Adamic, Ann Neu   

      

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE (Appointed)     

  Peter Guillette, Chair 2017 

  Paula Bresnick 2017 

  Robert MacNeil 2015 

 Patricia MacNeil 2017 

 Richard Valone  

      

CEMETERY TRUSTEES     

  G. Warren Kimball 2017 

  Christopher Paquette 2016 

  Russell (Pete) Bailey 2015 

      

CEMETERY SEXTON ï Warren Legacy   

      

CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Appointed)     

  Sheridan Brown, Chair 2015 

  David Wood 2015 

  Richard Hocker 2017 

  Susan Buchanan 2017 

  Vacant  

  Alternates:  Laura Nagy   

  Selectmenôs Rep:  Kenneth Story   

 Clerk:  Caroline Hoen  



 

¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ DǊŀƴǘƘŀƳτнлмп !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ  с

  Term Expires 

DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY TRUSTEES     

  Katrina McCurley, Chair 2016 

  Ed Jenik, Treasurer 2015 

 Sara Lang, Recording Secretary 2016 

 Wendy Grant, Assistant Treasurer 2015 

  Karen Walsh, Corresponding Secretary 2017 

      

LIBRARIAN ï Dawn E.S. Huston; B. Joey Holmes, Assistant  

  

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE (Appointed)   

 Thain Allan, Chair  

 Craig McArt, Secretary  

 Allen Wilson, Vice Chair  

 Susan Buchanan, Conservation Commission Rep  

 Charlie McCarthy, Planning Board Rep  

 Conrad Frey, Zoning Board Rep  

      

PLANNING BOARD     

  Carl Hanson, Chair 2015 

  Charles McCarthy, Vice Chair 2017 

  Mary Hutchins 2016 

  Karen Ryan 2015 

 Alternates: Thain Allan & Peter Guillette  

  Selectmenôs Rep & Voting member:  G. Warren Kimball   

  Clerk:  Jamielynn Garland   

      

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST     

  Donna Stamper 2020 

  Sandra Noordsy 2016 

  Suzanne Goldman 2015 

      

RECREATION PARK COMMITTEE (Appointed)     

  Marsha Googins   

  Julia Hautaniemi   

  Jonathan Ames   

  Nicole Mason   

  Selectmenôs Rep:  G. Warren Kimball   

      

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS     

  Robert Fogg 2016 

  James Coakley 2017 

  Robert Lewis 2015 

      

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (Appointed)     

  Conrad Frey, Chair 2016 

  Richard Mansfield 2017 

  Myron Cummings 2017 

  Margery Bostom 2017 

  Tanya McIntire 2015 

 Alternates:  Sheridan Brown & Peter Guillette 2017 

 Selectmenôs Rep:  Constance A. Jones  

  Clerk:  Martha Norris   

      

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR ï Jamielynn Garland   

ATHLETICS DIRECTOR ï Marsha Googins   

BUILDING CUSTODIAN ï David Cullen   

Officials and Staff of Grantham 
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BUILDING INSPECTOR ï Roger Woodworth 

  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR ï David Beckley 

  

F.A.S.T. SQUAD 

  Stuart Gillespie, EMT-Intermediate, Coordinator; Jeff Figley, EMT-Intermediate, Asst. Coordinator; Susan Figley, EMT-

Intermediate; Jane Chipman, EMT-Intermediate; Jill Davis, EMT-Paramedic; Bruce Chipman, Advance EMT; Lori Avery, 

EMT;  Erin Hammond, EMT-Intermediate; Ian Gill, Advanced EMT; Cory Howarthðin training for EMT 
  

  

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Jeremiah Fountain, Chief ; David Beckley, Deputy Chief; Lieutentants: Justin Hastings, Jason McMahon;  Firefighters - Len  

Angelli; Rosie Bard; Robert Coburn; Hunter Coronis; William Follensbee; Ian Gill; Matthew Guerra; Christopher Lopez;    

Brandon Mason; Joshua Merriam; Robin Palermo; Jack Tibbits 

    

FIRE WARDEN ï Jeremiah Fountain 

 Deputies:  David Beckley; Justin Hastings; Jason McMahon 

    

GROUNDSKEEPER ï Glenn Carey 

  

HEALTH OFFICER ï Roger Woodworth; Dr. Richard Sachs, Deputy 

  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

  Jeffrey Hastings, Road Agent 

 Brian Hastings, Plow Truck Driver (winter) 

 Thomas Bircher, Truck Driver/Equipment Operator (summer) 

   

POLICE DEPARTMENT  

  Walter Madore, Sr., Chief; John Parsons, Sergeant  & Prosecutor; Ryan Gamble, Officer; Travis Soucy, Officer;                    

Judy DiPadova, Secretary 

Specials: Tim Julian, Vince Cunningham, Robert Schwartz, Massad Ayoob 

   

TOWN ARCHIVISTðRae Tober 

 

TRANSFER STATIONðChris Scott, Supervisor; Buddy Sweeney, FT Attendant; Ron Fowler & F. Robert Osgood,  PT Attend-

ants 

 

WELFARE OFFICIAL ï Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator 

Officials and Staff of Grantham 
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TOWN REPORT DEDICATION 
 

When Wisconsin native and retired Army Colonel Merle Schotanus 

purchased property on the eastern slope of Dunbar Hill in 1971, one of 

his first projects was the renovation of Sam Walkerôs dilapidated old 

sugar house. It soon became clear that Merle and his family took to the 

task of hewing out a place in the woods with a passion that was genu-

inely heartfelt. In the years that followed, Merle would expand his inter-

ests to include a variety of roles as a public servant, ultimately building 

an impressive record that included fourteen years as a State Representa-

tive, thirty years as Grantham Town Moderator and twelve years as 

Trustee of the University System of New Hampshire. 

As significant as these accomplishments are, of equal if not greater im-

portance has been his passion for agriculture and conservation. While he owned and operated Sugar Springs 

Farm on Dunbar Hill, he was recognized as both New Hampshire Tree Farmer of the Year and New England 

Tree Farmer of the Year. While in the state legislature he served two terms on the House Environment and 

Agriculture Committee, and in 1992 was honored by the New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association as 

Legislator of the Year. 

Perhaps most telling is the more than thirty years Merle has been an avid supporter of the UNH Cooperative 

Extension. He assisted them while in the state legislature by heading a study committee that produced revised 

legislation for the Cooperative Extension, and he also worked to draft new agreements between the Coopera-

tive Extension and county governments. As if Merle needed more awards, in 2010 his commitment was hon-

ored with the ñFriend Of Extensionò award. Merle also worked actively with the NH Farm Bureau, the Socie-

ty for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests, and the Nature Conservancy. 

Locally, Merle was a founding member of the Blue Mountain Snowdusters, an organization that, while origi-

nally intended to establish the maintenance and responsible use of snowmobiling trails, has since grown to 

promote such other outdoor activities as hiking, horseback riding and mountain biking. Under his leadership, 

the BMSD formed the Grantham Mountaineers Prouty Team in a community wide effort to raise money for 

cancer research.  In 2014, they contributed $27,201 to the Norris Cotton Cancer Center at DHMC.  Merle also 

played a pivotal role in the establishment of the Reney Memorial Forest, protecting 413 acres of forest land 

for the use of future generations. He has also chaired the Grantham Conservation Commission and guided its 

efforts to raise consciousness regarding the importance of preserving the natural environment that is part and 

parcel of the beauty ï and the future ï of our town. 

Merle may well have brought a love of nature with him when he first arrived in Grantham, but thereôs no 

question that heôs actively and thoughtfully nurtured that passion over the course of the past forty years. We 

dedicate the 2014 Town Report to thank him for the years of generosity, commitment, and abiding love for 

the wild place that we call Grantham. 
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In 2014, the town enjoyed stability amidst welcome additions. With the retirement of former road agent Joe Newcomb in     

November of 2013 we lost one of our most dedicated, long-term employees; however, we gained new road agent Jeff Hastings, 

who has proven to be a tremendous asset in his own right. Jeff, who worked as Joeôs assistant for twelve years, brought his con-

siderable talent and experience to the position and has done a masterful job of caring for the townôs roads in all seasons. Warren 

Kimball, our Select Board chair, agreed to run again, and his unique combination of humor and wisdom continues to provide a 

sense of calm that is most welcome. Finally, while we lost police officer Dakota Titorenko-Geary, in November we added new 

officer Travis Soucy. We welcome him to Grantham and look forward to having him on the force. 

 

The economy, while improving, continues to remain a challenge to the town. In addition to paying attention to reducing costs 

and trimming wherever possible, the Select Board has encouraged all our departments and committees to explore every oppor-

tunity to reduce expenditures and acquire funding outside of taxation. These options include grants, matching funds, and leas-

ing. 

 

Infrastructure improvements remain an important focus. While plans proceeded for the replacement of the town-owned bridge 

at the bottom of Olde Farms Road, the importance of replacing the fifty-year-old Miller Pond Road bridge has only become 

more evident. Work has proceeded on both projects, with the replacement of the Olde Farms Road bridge scheduled for the 

summer of 2015 and the commencement of the necessary planning, permitting, etc. for the replacement of the Miller Pond Road 

bridge as soon as possible. 

 

Once again we thank our dedicated town volunteers. Significant growth in volunteer involvement has occurred in the Recrea-

tion Department, the Grantham Conservation Commission, and the new Open Space Committee. However, committees contin-

ue to experience turnover, so there are always opportunities for residents to lend their interest and talent. Please let any one of 

us know if youôre interested and weôll do our best to find a position that you will find satisfying and worthwhile. Improving 

public participation in town government will always be a goal of the Grantham Selectboard. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

G. Warren Kimball, Chairman 

Constance A. Jones 

Kenneth B. Story 
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As I look back on 2014, I cannot help but think how generous our community is.  Whether itôs serving on a town board 

or committee, volunteering to coach, referee or by donating to our local food pantry, our community is so very generous. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Vision Government Solutions was hired to conduct a full-revaluation of all the properties in Grantham.  The data collec-

tion was completed in the summer and the market analysis (review of recent sales that took place over the last two years 

to determine which market factors influenced property values) was completed over the winter.  If your property was not 

inspected in the summer, you will receive a letter in the spring of 2015 requesting an inspection. 
 

The Olde Farms Road Bridge replacement was delayed once again.  As of this writing, new bids have been received and 

the Board of Selectmen will award the project soon.  We estimate the project will get under way the last week in June 

2015 and be completed before school starts at the end of August.  During construction, that portion of Olde Farms Road 

will be closed to both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  Please, for the safety of everyone, we ask that you do not cross 

the barriers onto Olde Farms Road until the road is re-opened. 
 

When I was informed that the floor in the basement of the Town Archives building was rotten, I cannot begin to explain 

panic and worry that overcame me!  With such an old building, one never knows what will be found behind walls and 

under floors.  Fortunately, it was all concrete so we had the partitions and wooden floor removed.  We now have a large 

(and dry!), well organized space for the supplies of our Recreation Department. 
 

If you are new to Grantham, the Selectmenôs Office is where you come for many things including assessing information, 

building permit applications, general assistance, planning and zoning board applications, Transfer Station information 

including hang tags (dump passes) and dump tickets for those items that require a fee to dispose of.  This information is 

also on our website at www.granthamnh.net.  We also have an email list, itôs a great way to stay up-to-date on all the 

happenings in town! 
 

In closing, I would like to thank my Receptionist Martha Norris and Assistant Ann Jasper, as well as the Rita Friedman 

and Cindy Towle in the Town Clerk/Tax Collectorôs office.  I also want to thank all the other Department Heads for 

pitching in where needed; we all work together and I truly appreciate their commitment to the citizens of Grantham!   
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Melissa M. White 

Town Administrator 

Left to right:  Town Administrator Melissa White, Receptionist Martha Norris 

and Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

http://www.granthamnh.net


 

Town of Granthamð2014 Annual Report  11 

Hello to all Grantham residents, new and old. One of the more useful tools that we offer is the website, 

www.granthamnh.net. The home page shows the calendar with town events, meetings, revised hours and 

holiday closings. Under Departments, choose Town Clerk/Tax Collector. Tax payments, registration renew-

als, dog licenses and certified copies of Vital Records can be researched and paid on line using our website. 

Addresses can be updated on the Town website. 

 At our office you can register motor vehicles, ATVs, snowmobiles and boats. We license dogs and issue 

hunting and fishing licenses. This is where you register to vote. As Municipal Agents for the Department 

of Motor Vehicles we complete registrations for other towns which generate additional revenue for Gran-

tham. 

We are required to ask for photo ID for some transactions. We only accept checks or cash for all transac-

tions. Please note that online transactions are electronic check transfers. 

Property Tax bills are sent twice a year and are payable in July and December of each year. This is where 

you pay your property tax. The property tax year runs from April 1st to March 31st. Information about tax 

billing, payments and tax lien information can be directed to this office. 

Assessing questions and concerns are referred to the Selectmenôs office. 

The Office is open for your convenience 5 days a week, which includes 2 evenings. We close from 12pm to 

1pm on Thursday and Friday since there is only one person in the office on those days. We ask that you be 

in line 15 minutes before posted closing times so that we may serve you in a timely manner. We offer com-

plimentary Notary service, directions to places in Grantham (for those lost along the way) and the ever pre-

sent candy bowl. 

As always we look forward to serving you in the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rita Friedman, Town Clerk/Tax Collector  

Cynthia Towle, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector 

Town Clerk/Tax Collectorôs Report 

http://www.granthamnh.net
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