Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES FEBRUARY 5, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY Chairman David Wood

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER David Wood

Susan Buchanan, John Eylander, Marty Gearhart, Jack van Hoff, Richard Hocker, Rich

COlECIEIERERE Kaszeta, and David Wood with Christine Henderson remote

ABSENT Dennis Ryan
SELECTBOARD REP Peter Garland
OTHER VISITORS Emily Owens, Robert Saunders (Underwood Engineering)

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, February 5, 2024 at 7:01 p.m. The
meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with
remote participation.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of
December, 2023. One correction was offered. Hocker moved to approve the minutes as written, seconded by
Gearhart. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson and Buchanan not yet present)

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP
OPEN FORUM

DISCUSSION

Robert Saunders from Underwood Engineering asked to address the Commission concerning support for a “Dredge
and Fill” permit. The wetland in question is a small area (<1/3 acre) adjacent to the evaporation pond known as pond 1
of the Village District of Eastman. At issue is the concern of the state that the berm around the pond is acting as a dam
and does not meet the requirements to assure its stability. To correct the deficit, the bank on the side of the pond
toward Eastman Brook needs to be extended and the extension will cover an area that may be a wetland. The area
meets the criteria of having hydric soils and wetland plants, but is often dry, is several feet above the water table, is
separated from the main wetland adjacent to Eastman Brook and hosts non-wetland species such as a large cherry
tree. Because of the small size of the area to be filled, its questionable classification as a wetland, and the need to
assure the stability of the berm, Wood moved to sign off in support of the expedited review of the permit application,
seconded by Hocker. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson abstaining)

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Sign off GCC support for expediting Wood immediate
OLD BUSINESS - FISHER LOT
DISCUSSION
Kaszeta reported that the electric fence has not yet been tightened.
PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Tighten electric fence Kaszeta spring
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OLD BUSINESS - TOWN FOREST

DISCUSSION

Van Hoff reported that the stream crossing at the bottom of the Brook Trail needs improvement. Rather than build a
bridge, he believes it will be possible to reroute the trail slightly and reorganize the rocks to create a crossing of rocks.
Wood added that some shovel work is needed to create an elevated, dry trail at the access to the Brook Trail near the
footbridge.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Schedule a work project Van Hoff spring

OLD BUSINESS - BROOKSIDE

DISCUSSION

Gearhart presented a proposal for creation of new signs with QR codes describing the brush piles, plant associations
and pollinator garden/orchard. Several edits were suggested, in particular to expand on the information found by using
the QR codes by adding text so that a visitor to the park could gain additional information without needing to access
other links.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Revise the signage proposal Gearhart April 1, 2024

NEW BUSINESS - SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION
It was recently learned that the Request for Proposal for a new forester had not been published in December as
intended, but rather has just been published with a new deadline for application set for February 22.

Eylander asked about the status of the two beaver dams. Wood reported that the state has given emergency
approval for the repair of Old Dunbar Hill Road. It was unknown to the Commissioners whether the road has been
repaired. Once vehicles can again access Blackberry Way, a decision will be needed whether to remove the dam on
Blackberry Way or install a beaver deceiver. Wood noted that Sheridan Brown has applied for and been granted
funding by the Eastman Charitable foundation to install two beaver deceivers (one at Blackberry Way and the other at
the large pond to the east of Blackberry Way). As of December Brown had not scheduled work on either of the dams.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS — SHORELINE CUTTING APPLICATIONS

DISCUSSION

None
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

None
OLD BUSINESS - MEMORIAL GARDEN STATUS

DISCUSSION

Gearhart reported that the proposal for improvement of the Memorial Garden has been presented to the Selectboard.
Garland responded that they are still waiting for information from the Building Needs Committee, but in the meantime,
the grounds maintenance can be revised to avoid mowing over the sundews.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Ask maintenance to modify mowing Gearhart ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION
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Gearhart noted that, following recommendations from Jeff Figley from King Blossom Farms, a substantial amount of wood
was removed from the top of five of the apple trees in the Brookside orchard. Further removal of water sprouts and training
of side branches will be needed in the spring.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

Plan further work on the apples Gearhart spring

OLD BUSINESS - PERAMBULATION

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that the revised narrative for the 2022-23 Grantham-Croydon perambulation has been completed
and will be sent out for signature.

He asked how best to provide future perambulators with the tracking data to facilitate their work while at the same
time respecting the demand by Corbin Park that tracking data not be made public. Owens suggested that a GCC
Dropbox might serve the purpose.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Complete sign off of narrative and submit to Selectboard Kaszeta ASAP
Explore options to allow non-public access to tracking data Kaszeta March 4, 2024

NEW BUSINESS — MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

DISCUSSION

Membership renews are due for both the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests (SPNHF) and Upper
Valley Trails Alliance (UVTA). Wood remarked that $100 had been budgeted for membership to SPNHF. Kaszeta
moved to pay $100 toward SPNHF membership with the funds to be drawn from the GCC supply budget, seconded by
Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely)

Wood then noted that various levels of membership were available with UVTA and recommended $50. Buchanan
proposed increasing the amount to $100. The motion to provide $100 from the GCC supply budget was again made by
Kaszeta and seconded by Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely)

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

None
NEW BUSINESS — MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

DISCUSSION

Henderson reported on several announcements made at the Outreach meeting sponsored by Ausbon Sargent Land
Preservation Trust (ASLPT). First, the LCHIP funding requested to support the purchase of the McDonald tract had been
denied. That will delay the fund-raising initiative by ASLPT. It was also announced that the February freeze seems to have
set back the advance of the Wooley Adelgid, Finally, Elizabeth Harper reported that the website of the Lake Sunapee
Protective Association has added a page on its website describing the best practices to minimize the use of salt for road
maintenance. The information can be found at https://www.lakesunapee.org/library under “Winter Related”.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

None

ADJOURNMENT

Wood asked if there was any further business. There being no additional business, Eylander made a motion to
adjourn; seconded by van Hoff.
Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson voting yes remotely.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.
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https://www.lakesunapee.org/library

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be on Monday, March 4, 2024 in the Whitney Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

David Wood
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission
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