Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES MARCH 4, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY Chairman David Wood

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER David Wood

COMMISSION MEMBERS Jack van Hoff, Richard Hocker, Rich Kaszeta, and David Wood with Christine Henderson

remote
ABSENT Susan Buchanan, John Eylander, Marty Gearhart, and Dennis Ryan
SELECTBOARD REP Peter Garland
OTHER VISITORS Emily Owens

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, March 4, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with
remote participation.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of February,
2024. One correction was offered. Van Hoff moved to approve the minutes as revised, seconded by Hocker. The
motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting remotely)

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - FISHER LOT

DISCUSSION
Kaszeta reported that the electric fence has not yet been tightened.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Tighten electric fence Kaszeta & Wood spring

OLD BUSINESS - PERAMBULATION

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that he is waiting for one last signature before presenting the narrative of the Croydon/Grantham
perambulation to the Selectboard. No progress has been made regarding the storage of tracking data.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Finalize narrative Kaszeta ASAP
Store non-public perambulation data Kaszeta ASAP
OLD BUSINESS - SHORELINE CUTTING APPLICATIONS
DISCUSSION
None this month.
PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

None
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OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION

Hocker reported on the progress toward the purchase of the Byron Barton property. Ausbon Sargent has received a
grant of $30,000 from Moose Plate and, although failing to receive funds from the most recent LCHIP funding, has
reapplied. Posters soliciting funds for the purchase have been provided to Hocker and Ryan for display at the
Grantham Town Meeting.

Henderson reported that, as a result of the logging operation in Sherwood Forest, wide log roads have been
constructed branching off from the Red Trail to the northwest. She has recorded the GPS coordinates of those
extensions and will coordinate with Kaszeta to map them. Further, she has noticed evidence of snowmobile traffic on
the Rock Ledge Trail in violation of the easement restrictions and noted that some repairs are needed on the trail. The
signs at the entrance of Canyon Trail have also been damaged.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Monitor the advertisement of the Barton purchase at Town Mtg Hocker & Ryan March 12
Map the new log roads in Sherwood Henderson & Kaszeta ASAP
Report snowmobile use of Rock Ledge to Héglund Wood ASAP
Plan repairs for the Rock Ledge Trail Henderson & Wood ASAP
Repair Canyon Trail signs Henderson ASAP

NEW BUSINESS - FORESTER FOR SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION

Bids to review and manage the proposed improvement harvest at the SBH were received from Meadowsend
Consulting and Granite State Forestry. Because the fees requested by Meadowsend were lower than those by Granite
and the management of the recent harvest in the Town Forest by Meadowsend was excellent, Wood moved that the
commission recommend that the Selectboard approve Meadowsend as the forester for the SBH. The motion was
seconded by Kaszeta. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting remotely)

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

NEW BUSINESS - REVISION OF THE SHORELINE CUTTING APPLICATION

DISCUSSION

Wood stated that he believes that some Grantham residents, especially those whose property abuts one of
Grantham’s 4™ order streams, are unaware that their property is subject to the restrictions of RSA 483-B. Working with
the state geologist, Kaszeta and he have determined that Grantham’s 4" order streams include Skinner Brook
downstream of the wetland below Miller Pond, Stocker Brook below the merger of Bog and Eastman Brooks, and the
entirety of the North Branch of the Sugar River. Wood suggests that a letter should be sent to those abutters, as well
as abutters to Anderson, Eastman, Miller, and Stocker Ponds, notifying them of their responsibility as abutters of
“public waters”.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

Draft a letter to abutters for consideration in April Wood ASAP
NEW BUSINESS — COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

DISCUSSION

The current UNH sponsored webinar “Taking Action for Wildlife” encourages conservation commissions to involve their
communities in the conservation effort by placing articles of interest in the local publications and holding periodic events to
share ideas with the community. Wood suggested that the commission might consider a public event to discuss conservation
in Grantham. Topics might include the application of RSA 483-B, the pros and cons of improvement harvest on town
properties, and the value of directional and informational signs along our trails, among others.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

Consider options to increase community awareness All Ongoing
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ADJOURNMENT

Wood asked if there was any further business. There being no additional business, Hocker made a motion to adjourn;
seconded by van Hoff. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson voting yes remotely.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Monday, April 1, 2024 in the Whitney Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

David Wood
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission
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