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Grantham Conservation Commission 

MINUTES APRIL 1, 2024  300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH 

 

MEETING CALLED BY  Chairman David Wood 

TYPE OF MEETING  Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission 

FACILITATOR  Chairman David Wood 

NOTE TAKER  David Wood  

COMMISSION MEMBERS 
Susan Buchanan, Marty Gearhart, Jack van Hoff, Richard Hocker, Dennis Ryan, and 
David Wood with Christine Henderson remote 

ABSENT  John Eylander and Richard Kaszeta 

SELECTBOARD REP  Peter Garland 

OTHER VISITORS Colin Davis and Emily Owens 

 

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, April 1, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.  The 

meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with 

remote participation.   

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of March, 
2024.  Hearing none, Van Hoff moved to approve the minutes as revised; seconded by Gearhart.  The motion was put 
to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting remotely) 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

 Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – SIGNAGE 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Drafting of the information to be displayed on the proposed signage in Brookside Park is ongoing.  A meeting of 
Owens, Gearhart and Wood will be required to finalize the creation of the QR codes to be placed on the signs.  

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Schedule a meeting to discuss QR codes  Wood  ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Wood reported that a visit to the beaver dams has been planned with Nick Kucia from the USDA for April 12 to 
investigate options for mitigation.  The time has not been determined.  It was suggested that we also invite Matt Tarr 
from the UNH Extension Service to visit the dams. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Establish a time for Kucia’s visit.  Wood  ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – SHORELINE CUTTING APPLICATIONS 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Ryan noted that two applications have been received and approved. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None     
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OLD BUSINESS – MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Gearhart reported she plans to discuss mowing with Buddy Sweeney. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Plan mowing  Gearhart  ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – TRAIL MONITORING 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Bridging the ditch at the intersection of the Red and Rock Ledge Trails, replacing the sign at the start of the Canyon 
Trail, and rerouting the Brook Trail remain to be scheduled.  Wood announced that he had removed the two logs across 
Moose Alley.  

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Schedule trail maintenance work  Wood  May 

 Map the new logging roads in Sherwood Forest  Henderson & Kaszeta  ASAP 

 
NEW BUSINESS – BARTON PROPERTY 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Wood thanked Hocker and Ryan for manning the poster announcing Ausbon Sargent’s effort to purchase the Barton 
property.  Ryan noted that one contribution had already been received as a result of the announcement. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

 None     

 
NEW BUSINESS – FORESTER FOR SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH) 
 

DISCUSSION  

    Wood announced that the Selectmen have approved the contract with Meadowsend Consulting to advise on and 
monitor the proposed improvement harvest at the SBH.  Given that Meadowsend is now responsible for all the Town 
owned forests, Wood moved that the commission recommend that the Selectboard approve a contract making 
Meadowsend the Town Forester for the next five years.  The motion was seconded by Hocker.  The motion was put to 
a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting remotely) 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Request a draft contract from Meadowsend  Wood  ASAP 

 
NEW BUSINESS – REVISION OF THE SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATION 
 

DISCUSSION  

  A number of edits were made to the draft of the revised Shoreland Cutting Application after which it was decided to 
forward the revised draft to Kaszeta for review before finalizing. 
  Revisions were also made to the letter that the GCC proposes to send to those whose properties fall within the buffers 
of public waters.  A final revision and recommendation to the Selectboard was postponed to May 6.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

  Seek draft review by Kaszeta  Wood & Kaszeta  May 6, 2024 

 
NEW BUSINESS – CLEAN-UP DAY 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Wood reminded the commissioners that Grantham Clean-up Day is May 4 from 9:00-noon starting at Town Hall.  Several 
members believe they may be available to help. 
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ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

 Grantham Clean-up Day  All  May 4, 2024 

  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Wood asked if there was any further business.  There being no additional business, Buchanan made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Gearhart.  The motion was put to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson voting yes remotely. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday, May 6, 2024 in the Whitney Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Wood 
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission 


