Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES MAY 6, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY Chairman David Wood

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER David Wood

Susan Buchanan, Marty Gearhart, Jack van Hoff, Richard Kaszeta, Dennis Ryan, and

COLLIES GIEIERERE David Wood with Christine Henderson & Richard Hocker remote

ABSENT
SELECTBOARD REP Peter Garland
OTHER VISITORS Colin Davis and Emily Owens

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, May 6, 2024 at 7:02 p.m. The
meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with
remote participation.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of March,
2024. Hearing none, Buchanan moved to approve the minutes as revised; seconded by Gearhart. The motion was put
to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Hocker and Henderson voting yes remotely)

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - FISHER LOT

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that he has purchased the device needed to tighten the electric fence but has not yet completed the
tightening.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Tighten fence Kaszeta ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - SIGNAGE

DISCUSSION

Wood reported that he and Gearhart have completed the information needed to elaborate the informational signs
planned for Brookside Park. The information has been given to Emily Owens to create the QR codes. Then the sign
faces can then be formatted and together with several missing directional signs sent to All Signs for manufacture.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Complete signs and forward to All Signs Wood, Gearhart, Owens ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION

Wood reported that the beaver ponds in the SBH were visited with Nick Kucia, from the USDA on April 12. At the
time the beaver had repaired the breach in the main dam allowing the pond to refill to a depth of at least four feet.
Sheridan Brown, who joined in the visit, plans to approach Skip Lisle to install a beaver deceiver in the dam.
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Beaver have also returned to the smaller pond to the west of Blackberry Way and are improving the lodge and
expanding the dam. Kucia recommended removing the beaver before attempting to drain the pond, but the consensus
was instead to attempt to encourage the beaver to abandon the site. In that case, Kucia recommended waiting until
summer when the kits are mature before beginning. At that time, he advised reducing the height of the dam to allow
the water level to drop and doing so over a sufficient distance that the beaver could not quickly repair the damage.
Because the culvert appears to be intact, he recommended that the culvert be opened the next day, and the remainder
of the dam removed. Because the effort will be substantial, it would best be accomplished using machinery. Sheridan
has contacted NHDES and received verbal assurance that the use of machinery is permissible in this case.

Wood also noted that he has not yet received a revised plan for an improvement harvest in the SBH from Matthias
Nevins of Meadowsend.

Finally, Wood asked for assistance to relocate the donor sign from its current location near the first log yard to the
newly created pull off at Dunbar Hill Road. Colin Davis agreed to assist.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Arrange for a public hearing on removal plans Wood June 3
Identify a contractor to assist with dam removal Wood June 3
Request plan from Nivens. Wood ASAP
Relocate donor sign Wood and Davis May 7

OLD BUSINESS - PERAMBULATION

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that the narrative of the Croydon-Grantham perambulation is waiting for the signature of Selectman
Kimball. He further reported that the non-public perambulation data is now stored in a Dropbox account available to Town

Hall. Finally, he announced that a perambulation with Springfield has been scheduled for June 13 with a rain date of June
20. Gearhart, van Hoff and Wood expressed interest in participating.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Lead Springfield-Grantham perambulation Kaszeta June 13, 2024

OLD BUSINESS — SHORELINE CUTTING APPLICATIONS

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported receiving and approving.one application.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS - MEMORIAL GARDEN

DISCUSSION

Gearhart reported that she plans to discuss mowing with Buddy Sweeney and is seeking poles to mark the high mow
area. Ryan suggested he may have poles
PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Plan mowing Gearhart ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION

A plan to work on the Brook Trail in the Town Forest was set for Saturday, May 11 with Davis, Henderson, Buchanan,
van Hoff and Wood planning to participate.

Assignments for trail monitoring were confirmed as follows:
Sherwood Forest - Henderson, Buchanan
Town Forest / Fisher Lot - Kaszeta, van Hoff
Sawyer Brook Headwaters - Ryan, Hocker
Brookside Park - Gearhart

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
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Send confirmation of work on Brook Trail Wood May 10

OLD BUSINESS - REVISION OF THE SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATION

DISCUSSION

The wording of the revised tree cutting application and the proposed letter to properties on public waters was
reviewed and finalized.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

Forward revised document to Selectboard for approval Wood Immediately
OLD BUSINESS - BARTON PROPERTY

DISCUSSION

Wood noted that the contribution of $10,000 made by the Commission toward the purchase of the Barton Property has been
received by Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust. He further noted that a fund raiser for the purchase is planned on May
8 at the home of Erin Meding, chair of the Springfield Conservation Commission, at135 Sanborn Hill Extension at 4:30.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

None
NEW BUSINESS - OLD HOME DAY

DISCUSSION

Wood announced that Old Home Day will be held on June 29 and asked who might be available to host a table,
Hocker, Gearhart and Wood believe they are likely to be available.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Request a table for GCC at Old Home Day Wood ASAP

NEW BUSINESS - VERNAL POOLS

DISCUSSION

Wood noted that NH Fish and Game are encouraging towns to map their vernal pools in order to prevent
encroachment and to allow the state to monitor their vitality. None of the members expressed an interest in mapping
the pools on town land, and the topic was tabled.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

NEW BUSINESS - EXPENDITURES

DISCUSSION

A motion to reimburse Christine Henderson $3.98 from the supply budget #01-4611-2-610 for the purchase of a sign
post was made by Kaszeta and seconded by Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote.
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Hocker voting yes remotely; Henderson abstaining)

A motion to pay the invoice of $212.50 from Meadowsend for the visit to Sawyer Brook Headwaters by Matthias
Nevins with funds to be drawn from the Conservation Fund #04-4611-2-610 was made by Buchanan and seconded by
Gearhart. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Hocker and Henderson voting yes remotely)

A motion to pay the annual $30 membership to the Upper Valley Trails Alliance with the funds to be drawn from the
supply budget #01-4611-2-610 was made by van Hoff and seconded by Gearhart. The motion was put to a vote.
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Hocker and Henderson voting yes remotely)

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Request payment by Town Office Wood ASAP
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ADJOURNMENT

Wood asked if there was any further business. There being no additional business, Kaszeta made a motion to adjourn;
seconded by Gearhart. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Hocker and Henderson voting yes remotely.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 PM.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Monday, June 3, 2024 in the Whitney Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

David Wood
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission
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