
 

 pg. 1 

Grantham Conservation Commission 

MINUTES JUNE 3, 2024  300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH 

 

MEETING CALLED BY  Chairman David Wood 

TYPE OF MEETING  Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission 

FACILITATOR  Chairman David Wood 

NOTE TAKER  David Wood  

COMMISSION MEMBERS 
Marty Gearhart, Jack van Hoff, Richard Hocker, Dennis Ryan, and David Wood with 
Christine Henderson remote 

ABSENT Susan Buchanan, Richard Kaszeta 

SELECTBOARD REP  Peter Garland 

OTHER VISITORS Jane Dean Clark, Colin Davis, James Lantz, Paul Nicolai, and Emily Owens 

 ATTENDEES ONLINE 
Becky, Sheridan Brown, Sarah Lemelin, Donna Matson, Karin Nicoll, Mike Niklas, Thomas 
Shemanske, Jane Walsh, Carole Wood 

 

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, June 3, 2024 at 7:01 p.m.  The 

meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with 

remote participation.   

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of May, 
2024.  Ryan recommended an addition.  With that addition inserted, Ryan moved to approve the minutes as revised; 
seconded by Gearhart.  The motion was put to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely) 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

 Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP 

 
PUBLIC MEETING RE: DONATION TOWARD PURCHASE OF BARTON PROPERTY 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Wood initiated the conversation with a Power Point presentation reviewing the background and concluded with a 
motion to request that the Selectmen authorize a contribution of $25,000 from the Land Preservation Capital Reserve 
Fund to the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT) for the acquisition of the Byron Barton Property.  The 
motion was seconded by Hocker, and motion opened for discussion. 
 
In response to various questions from the audience, information was added that ASLPT plans to close on the property 
this summer, that it is zoned RR1, and that the potential risk to the aquafer beside Stocker Pond would be run-off of 
fertilizer and septic leach were the property developed.  Based upon the experience following the construction of Route 
I-89, Shemanske added that the soils on the property are largely glacial till that is easily released upon all but the most 
minimal disturbance and would likely contaminate Stocker Pond and the wetland upstream of Stocker Pond were the 
area developed.  Responding to the question from Nicolai of how the Barton Property compares to Sawyer Brook 
Headwaters with regard to wildlife value, Wood stated that the latter is the higher ranked habitat but Barton offers the 
special habitat of the talus cliff. Clark added that Barton expands to the north-south wildlife corridor. 
 
Wood then asked whether the commission believes that $25,000 is the correct amount to donate.  Van Hoff asked what 
other opportunities for land acquisition can be anticipated and whether this donation would leave the commission 
without adequate funds.  Hocker noted that there are other properties in Grantham that would be valuable to conserve, 
although none are currently available.  Wood added that there is approximately $117,000 in the Conservation Fund in 
addition to the more than $50,000 that would remain in the Capital Reserve following the proposed donation. 
 
Selectman Garland asked whether the funds would be returned were the purchase not completed.  While uncertain of 
the answer, Wood noted that the contributions being made are for the acquisition of the Barton property and not for the 
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general funds of ASLPT.  Noting the current logging of the Romano property, Garland asked whether there is 
information about future plans for the property.  The Commission had no relevant information.  
 
Hearing no further discussion, the motion was put to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely) 
 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Bring the recommendation to the Board of Selectmen  Wood  June 10, 2024 

 
PUBLIC MEETING RE: REMOVAL OF BEAVER DAM FROM THE SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Wood initiated the conversation with a Power Point presentation reviewing the background and the current options on 
how best to protect Blackberry Way as useable for vehicular traffic while minimally degrading the habitat created by the 
pool.  He then opened the topic for discussion.   
 
Lantz noted that removal of the entire dam will be a substantial amount of work and may not be necessary.  In stead, he 
suggested using a siphon or pump to reduce the water level.  Clark supported the commission’s recommendation to 
attempt to protect the road without trapping the beaver on the basis that the habitat vacuum created will be quickly 
filled by new beaver.  Davis asked why the beaver deceiver could not be run through the existing culvert.  Wood 
answered that the height of the culvert may be too low to preserve a pond of adequate depth and opening the culvert 
by locating the backhoe in the pond is a procedure that may add a regulatory hurdle.  Nicolai asked whether it is 
necessary to preserve the Way for vehicular traffic, noting that Grantham has purchased an ATV for backcountry 
rescue.  Wood noted that the Way provides a valuable access for fire, as well as rescue, equipment.  After 
consideration of some alternative solutions that would allow only pedestrian access, Davis reminded us that the Way 
was built to be a logging road and good stewardship of the Headwaters likely involves periodic improvement harvests.  
Brown added that the easement calls for the recreational use of the property including for cross-country skiing and 
snowmobiling and it would be a waste of a valuable asset to abandon a road as well constructed as the Way.  
 
Wood thanked the participants for their valuable suggestions and comments and closed the discussion.  
 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Coordinate installation of a beaver deceiver  Wood  Sept 

 
OLD BUSINESS – SIGNAGE 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Wood noted that Owens has completed the creation of the required QR codes, and he is formatting the signs for 
submission to All Signs Inc. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Forward drafts to All Signs  Wood  ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – PERAMBULATION 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Kimball has signed the Croydon-Grantham narrative, and the signature page was given to Wood. 
 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Give signature page to Kaszeta   Wood  ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – SHORELINE CUTTING APPLICATIONS 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Ryan reported that one application had been received.  Wood thanked Gearhart for agreeing to assist Kaszeta with 
the application review. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None     
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OLD BUSINESS – MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Gearhart reported that the meadow is full of sundews 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None     

 
OLD BUSINESS – TRAIL MONITORING 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Henderson reported that trees are down across most of the trails in Sherwood Forest.  
 

      PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Clear Sherwood Forest trails  Wood & Henderson  ASAP 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS – OLD HOME DAY 
 

DISCUSSION  

 Hocker, Gearhart and Wood plan to host a table for the Commission.  Ryan will ask Ausbon Sargent about their plans 
to advertise the Barton Property fund raising. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Host table  Hocker, Gearhart, Wood  June 29 

 Post meeting note: ASLPT plans to host a table about Barton   

  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Wood asked if there was any further business.  There being no additional business Ryan made a motion to adjourn; 
seconded by Hocker.  The motion was put to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson voting yes remotely. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday, July 1, 2024 in the Whitney Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Wood 
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission 


