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Grantham Conservation Commission 

MINUTES JULY 1, 2024  300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH 

 

MEETING CALLED BY  Chairman David Wood 

TYPE OF MEETING  Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission 

FACILITATOR  Chairman David Wood 

NOTE TAKER  David Wood  

COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 Susan Buchanan, Colin Davis, Marty Gearhart, Richard Hocker, Dennis Ryan, and David 
Wood with Christine Henderson remote 

ABSENT Jack van Hoff, Richard Kaszeta 

SELECTBOARD REP  Peter Garland 

OTHER VISITORS  Renee Gustafson, Emily Owens, Carolyn Ryan 

 ATTENDEES ONLINE   

 

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, July 1, 2024 at 7:02 p.m.  The 

meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with 

remote participation.   

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of June, 
2024.  Henderson had submitted several suggested edits.  After several edits, Gearhart moved to approve the minutes 
as revised; seconded by Ryan.  The motion was put to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely) 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

 Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS – SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS 
 

DISCUSSION  

 Wood noted that Matthais Nevins has not yet submitted his recommendation for modification of the plan for an 
improvement harvest. 
 
 Wood asked if there were corrections to the draft grant applications to the Eastman Charitable Foundation. Several 
errors had been noted earlier and have been corrected. 
   
 Wood then reviewed the options currently offered for the installation of beaver deceivers.  It was agreed to ask Nick 
Kucia from the USDA to install a deceiver in the large pond, ideally sometime in August, and Skip Lisle to install the 
deceiver at Blackberry Way after the large pond has been reduced in volume by its deceiver.  

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Revise and submit the grant application for Town Signature  Wood  ASAP 

 Convey plans to Kucia and Lisle  Wood  ASAP 

 
OLD BUSINESS – SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATIONS 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Kaszeta has approved one application and submitted it to the Selectmen; a second will be reviewed by Kaszeta and 
Gearhart. 
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  PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None      

 
OLD BUSINESS – OLD HOME DAY 
 

DISCUSSION  

   Hocker reported that the Commission’s table attracted perhaps two dozen visitors, several of whom went on to learn 
about the Barton property from Tod Lloyd.  He noted that several of the children were quite knowledgeable about the 
animal specimens. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None     

 
OLD BUSINESS – BARTON PROPERTY 
 

DISCUSSION  

  Wood noted that the resolution passed in June requesting the Selectmen to authorize a contribution of $25,000 from 
the Land Preservation Capital Reserve Fund to ASLPT for the acquisition of the Byron Barton Property could not be 
executed because the land would not be owned by the Town. Instead, the funds would need to be drawn from the 
Conservation Fund.  Ryan moved that the resolution be rescinded; seconded by Hocker.  There being no discussion, 
the motion was put to a vote. 

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely) 
 

 Buchanan then moved to request the Selectmen to authorize a contribution of $25,000 from the Conservation Fund to 
ASLPT for the acquisition of the Byron Barton Property; seconded by Gearhart.  There being no discussion, the motion 
was put to a vote. 

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely) 
 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None     

 
NEW BUSINESS – WELCOME TO COLIN DAVIS 
 

DISCUSSION  

 Wood welcomed Colin Davis as the newest alternate member of the Commission.  Colin introduced himself , noting 
that he had recently moved to Grantham from Washington State and is working as an arborist.  He is anxious to 
become involved in conservation projects. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Visit Town Hall for official swearing in  Davis  ASAP 

  
NEW BUSINESS – APPROVAL OF SIGNAGE INVOICE 
 

DISCUSSION  

 Wood displayed the informational and You-Are-Here signs recently received from All Signs LLC and asked for 
approval to pay the invoice of $344 from the supply budget; Gearhart moved that the payment be made; seconded by 
Ryan.  There being no discussion, the motion was put to a vote. 

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely) 
 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 Request payment  Wood  ASAP 

 
NEW BUSINESS – CORRESPONDENCE 
 

DISCUSSION  

 Wood noted that a letter had been received from the Upper Valley Land Trust thanking the Commission for renewing 
its membership and from Patricia Rose from Orange Park, FL, encouraging the Commissioners to accept Jesus.  

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 
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 None     

 
NO BUSINESS – GOODBYE TO DICK HOCKER 
 

DISCUSSION  

 Wood announced the retirement of Dick Hocker effective at the end of the meeting after 24 years of service to the 
Commission.  Wood noted Dick’s contributions as both a member and as chair for 13 years.  Those included 
establishing the Shoreland Cutting Application, renewing the tradition of perambulation, guiding the wetland survey, the 
acquisition of property for conservation and the management of the Town’s open spaces.  We celebrated with cake and 
lemonade. 

   PERSON RESPONSIBLE   DEADLINE 

 None     

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Wood asked if there was any further business.  There being no additional business Buchanan made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Gearhart.  The motion was put to a vote. 
Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson voting yes remotely. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday, August 5, 2024 in the Whitney Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Wood 
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission 


