Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES AUGUST 5, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY Chairman David Wood

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER David Wood

Marty Gearhart, Rich Kaszeta, Jeff Walla, and David Wood with Susan Buchanan and

Sl SOl SIS Christine Henderson participating remotely

ABSENT Colin Davis, Jack van Hoff, and Dennis Ryan
SELECTBOARD REP Peter Garland

OTHER VISITORS Emily Owens (clerk)

ATTENDEES ONLINE None

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, August 5, 2024 at 6:33 p.m. The
meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH with
remote participation.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of July,
2024. Hearing none, Gearhart moved to approve the minutes as revised; seconded by Kaszeta. The motion was put
to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson and Buchanan voting yes remotely)

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION

Wood noted that Matthais Nevins has not yet submitted his recommendation for modification of the plan for an
improvement harvest.

Wood noted that on August 1 Nick Kucia and an assistant from the USDA installed a pipe through the dam of the large
pond in the SBH which appears to have dropped the water level about 18 inches below its previous level.

During that visit, the USDA staff asked whether they could release raptors in the SBH. Wood reported that he had
received support for the release from Sheridan Brown (perhaps the primary birder using the SBH), Andy Deegan
(acting Director of Ausbon Sargent that holds the easement on SBH), and Peter Garland (chairman of the Selectmen).
Wood then gave approval to the USDA to release.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Encourage Nevins to complete the plan Wood ASAP
Seek plan from Skip Lisle for deceiver installation at Blackberry Way Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - PERAMBULATION

DISCUSSION
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Kaszeta reported that the narrative concerning the Springfield/Grantham perambulation has been submitted to the
Selectmen and awaits signature. Boundary marker 11 was especially difficult to locate and needed to be approached
from the Village District of Eastman across the marsh. The perambulation with Enfield is planned for Aug 22.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None
OLD BUSINESS — SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATIONS
DISCUSSION
Three applications have been approved.
PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

None

OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION

Gearhart noted that a maple has fallen across the northern part of the trail in Brookside. Davis and Henderson plan to
get together to clear fallen timber in Sherwood Forest.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Clear trails Davis, Henderson, Wood ASAP

NEW BUSINESS — REIMBURSEMENT

DISCUSSION

Wood asked for approval of reimbursement of $136.50 for the purchase of posts, bolts, washers and nuts for the
installation of signs at Brookside, Town Hall, Sherwood, and Sawyer Brook, noting that all have now been installed.
Kaszeta moved for approval of reimbursement from the operating budget, seconded by Gearhart. The motion was put
to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson and Buchanan voting yes remotely)

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit invoice Wood

NEW BUSINESS - WELCOME TO JEFF WALLA

DISCUSSION

Wood welcomed Jeff Walla as the newest alternate member of the Commission. Jeff introduced himself, noting that
he had lived in Grantham for 30 years, serving on the School Board for 6 years. Wood added that he was the principal
negotiator who established the reimbursement formula for Grantham students attending Middle and High School in
Lebanon. Jeff is partner in a CPA firm and anticipates retirement in about a year.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

ADJOURNMENT

Wood asked if there was any further business. Henderson reminded us that Ausbon Sargent anticipates closing on the
Barton property in August. There being no additional business Kaszeta made a motion to adjourn; seconded by
Gearhart. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson and Buchanan voting yes remotely.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:52 PM.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 3, 2024 in the Whithey Room of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

David Wood
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Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission
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