Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES SEPTEMBER 3, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY Chairman David Wood

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER David Wood

Susan Buchanan, Colin Davis, Rich Kaszeta, Jeff Walla, and David Wood with Christine
Henderson participating remotely

ABSENT Marty Gearhart, Jack van Hoff, and Dennis Ryan

COMMISSION MEMBERS

SELECTBOARD REP
OTHER VISITORS Emily Owens (clerk)

ATTENDEES ONLINE None

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting was held in the Whithey Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH
with remote participation.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of August,
2024. Hearing none, Kaszeta moved to approve the minutes; seconded by Davis. The motion was put to a vote.
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely)

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - FISHER LOT

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that the electric fence has been repaired and the brush along the line cut back. A new battery was
installed to improve the output of the solar panel.

Wood noted that one of the apple trees appears to have died, and all have lost leaves, likely as a result of deer
browse while the fence was down. Additional white pine seedlings have been removed, but the portion of the orchard
occupied by the chestnuts is becoming overgrown.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None for now

OLD BUSINESS - SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION

Wood noted that Matthias Nevins from Meadowsend has submitted his recommendation for an improvement harvest.
He estimates that it will be necessary to harvest more than just stand 3 in order for the timber sale to equal the cost of
the required road improvement. Because the recommendation was received just before the meeting, discussion will be
deferred until a later meeting. In anticipation of further discussion, Wood offered to forward questions to Nevins. In
particular, Wood will ask whether further patch cutting is appropriate so soon after the work in the Town Forest and
whether the anticipated die off of beech should alter plans.

Wood noted that both Mike Walsh and Paul Osgood had submitted bids to remove the beaver dam on Blackberry Way
and open the culvert. After some discussion, Wood moved that up to Three Thousand dollars ($3,000) be approved to
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be drawn from the Conservation Fund to allow Paul Osgood to complete the work; seconded by Walla. The motion
was put to a vote.
Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely)

Paul had proposed cutting a channel across the road in order to drain the pond and make it easier to open the culvert.
Buchanan recommended asking the opinion of Jeff Hastings, Grantham Road Agent, prior to approving the idea.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Forward questions to Nevins with cc to members Wood ASAP
Inform bidders to the selection of Osgood Wood ASAP
Seek advice from Hastings regarding road cut Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - PERAMBULATION

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that the perambulation with Enfield was conducted on Aug 22 and that the narrative has been
submitted to the Selectboard for signature.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS — SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATIONS

DISCUSSION

One application has been approved. Because of the absence of Gearhart through October and Kaszeta’s schedule,
Davis volunteered to assist if new cutting applications are submitted.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Add Davis to recipients of cutting applications Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION

Henderson and Davis reported clearing the Canyon and Rock Ledge trails in Sherwood Forest and plan to clear the
substantial amount of fallen timber on Faye Road and the Red Trail.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Clear trails Davis, Henderson ASAP

NEW BUSINESS — ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISCUSSION

Wood reported that the purchase of the Byron Barton Woods was completed by Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation
Trust and that the town of Grantham was thanked in the announcement as a major contributor. Buchanan suggested
that the information should be added to Grantham News; Owen agreed to do so.

Wood reviewed the key elements of the Right to Know laws, and Owens shared a diagram of the decision process with
the commissioners.

Wood noted that funds are available for internships for conservation from the NH Association of Conservation
Commissions. No suggestions were made for applications.

Wood noted that a NH Tree Farm Field Day is planned for Sept 28 in Epping. Henderson expressed interest, and
information was sent to her.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit notice of Barton Woods purchase to Grantham news Owens ASAP

NEW BUSINESS - ASLPT MEMBERSHIP
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DISCUSSION

Wood noted that the 2024/25 membership in Ausbon Sargent is due. Buchanan moved that $250 be provided at the
Stewardship level to be paid from the Commission’s operating budget; seconded by Walla. The motion was put to a
vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted (Henderson voting yes remotely)

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

ADJOURNMENT

Wood asked if there was any further business. There being no additional business, Kaszeta made a motion to adjourn;
seconded by Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Henderson voting yes remotely.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Monday, October 7, 2024 in the Basement of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

David Wood
Chair, Grantham Conservation Commission
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