Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES OCTOBER 7, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY Rich Kaszeta

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER Emily Owens

COMMISSION MEMBERS  Susan Buchanan, Colin Davis, Jeff Walla, Rich Kaszeta, and Dennis Ryan

ABSENT Marty Gearhart, Jack van Hoff, Chairman David Wood, and Christine Henderson
SELECTBOARD REP Peter Garland

OTHER VISITORS Emily Owens (clerk)

ATTENDEES ONLINE None

Kaszeta called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, October 7, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting was held in the SAU office on the Lower Level of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in
Grantham, NH.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of
September 3, 2024. Ryan and Buchanan made grammatical corrections to the minutes, Kaszeta moved to approve the
minutes; seconded by Ryan. The motion was put to a vote. Unanimously Approved & Accepted

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

Submit approved minutes for posting Owens ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - FISHER LOT

DISCUSSION

Kaszeta reported that the electric fence has been repaired with a new battery, but the fence posts are a little unstable;
He will continue to check on the fence.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None for now

OLD BUSINESS - SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION
Kaszeta noted that there is no update on the forest management plan.

The GCC received a complaint regarding the “ugliness” of the general area where the beaver deceiver was placed. The
following message was placed in the Grantham e-newsletter regarding beaver control in the Sawyer Brook
Headwaters (SBH): In 2023 the beaver dam that impounded the large pond in the SBH blew out damaging Old Dunbar
Hill Road. In early August, in order to reduce the risk of another blow out and stabilize the habitat bordering the pond
without having to trap the beaver, the NH Fish and Game Commission at the request of the Conservation Commission
installed a pipe through the dam to fix the maximum depth of the pond approximately 18 inches below its previous
maximum. The increased capacity of the large pond allowed the Commission to remove the upstream beaver dam on
Blackberry Way, the overflow of which was degrading the Way. The Blackberry Way was constructed to allow the
removal of timber from the Headwaters. Maintaining it is important both to provide access in case of emergency and for
future timber harvests. The next step will be determined by the beaver. This summer the beaver abandoned the pool on
Blackberry Way. If they have abandoned it permanently, the previously inundated area will revegetate. If they attempt

pg. 1




to rebuild a dam, a beaver deceiver will be installed to keep the culvert opened and prevent the pond level from again
overflowing the road.

Davis sent an email regarding Brookridge Trail and the concerns regarding erosion, specifically on the North edge.
Kaszeta requested that a few GCC members look at placing some stabilizing material around the area. Some members
but not enough for a quorum will coordinate a date for this activity.

Questions regarding logging were supplied by the GCC, answered by Matthias, and emailed to the GCC members on
September 91",

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Update if needed from Matthias on Forest Management Plan Wood Next Meeting
Add an agenda item to revisit the discussion regarding logging the Wood Next Meeting

Sawyer Brook Headwaters

OLD BUSINESS — SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATIONS

DISCUSSION

Two applications have been approved but Selectman Peter Garland stated that he only saw one on the Selectmen’s
agenda.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE

Check the address and approval for both applications; email Town owens ASAP
Administrator White to make sure they have both applications.

OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION

Davis reported he is covering the Brookside Park while Gearhart is away and there is nothing to report; Ryan agreed.
Kaszeta stated that Reney Forest is being logged and the trails are rough; this activity is near completion for the year.
Kaszeta decided he would monitor the outer loop of Reney Forest to see if there are any concerns.

Now that the Byron Barton Woods acquisition is completed by Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust Kaszeta
suggested that the GCC should start discussions regarding parking and trails. Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation is
still fundraising for this purchase of land and is very grateful for the funds sent by the GCC on behalf of the Town.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Reagh out to th_e appropriate person to start a conversation about Wood ASAP
parking and trails in the Byron Barton Woods area.
Reney Forest Outer Loop Trail Monitoring Kaszeta Next Meeting

NEW BUSINESS - 295 Frye Lane Appraisal

DISCUSSION

295 Frye Lane is available for purchase, with 238 acres entirely within the watershed of Eastman Pond. NH Fish &
Game has an interest in acquiring the land. However, they will pay no more than appraised value for the land and
requires 25% of costs come from non-Federal funds. Wood is working with the Eastman Conservation Committee to
support the efforts to conserve the property. The next steps are to acquire funding to complete a required federally
approved appraisal costing roughly $4,000. Eastman Charitable Fund has been approached to cover $2,000 of the
appraisal cost. Ryan asked if anyone has investigated a conservation easement, and the committee thought Wood
might be able to answer the question. The committee was amenable to funding the appraisal with the hope that
someone would be interested in conserving the land.

Walla made a motion to cover the cost of a federally approved appraisal, up to $4,000, from the Conservation Fund;
seconded by Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote. Unanimously Approved & Accepted

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Notify Wood of the GCC decision Kaszeta ASAP

NEW BUSINESS — November 4" Meeting

DISCUSSION
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The next meeting is scheduled before the election in November and the location of the next meeting will be confirmed
with Town Administrator White

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Confirm location of next meeting prior to completing minutes Owens ASAP

ADJOURNMENT

Kaszeta asked if there was any further business. There being no additional business, Ryan made a motion to adjourn;
seconded by Walla. The motion was put to a vote.

Unanimously Approved & Accepted.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be on Monday, November 4, 2024 in the JWCR of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Emily Owens
Board Clerk
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