Grantham Conservation Commission

MINUTES NOVEMBER 4, 2024 300 ROUTE 10 SOUTH, GRANTHAM, NH
MEETING CALLED BY David Wood

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission

FACILITATOR Chairman David Wood

NOTE TAKER Emily Owens

Susan Buchanan, Colin Davis, Jeff Walla, Rich Kaszeta, and Dennis Ryan with Marty

COlECIEIERERE Gearhart and Christine Henderson, remote

ABSENT Jack van Hoff
SELECTBOARD REP Peter Garland
OTHER VISITORS Emily Owens (clerk)
ATTENDEES ONLINE Richard Hocker

Wood called the Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) to order on Monday, November 4, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting was held in the Whitney Room of Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

DISCUSSION

Wood asked if there were any additions, corrections, or modifications to the draft minutes of the meeting of October,
2024. Ryan made grammatical corrections to the minutes, Kaszeta moved to approve the minutes; seconded by
Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote. Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Gearhart and Henderson
voting remotely.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Submit approved minutes for posting Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS - FISHER LOT

DISCUSSION

Wood reported that the Grantham Highway Department has mowed the meadow in the Fisher lot and that Dick Hocker
has purchased two chestnuts to replace those that have died. After a brief discussion it was agreed to ask Dick to hold
the trees at his home until the spring.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS — BYRON BARTON PROPERTY

DISCUSSION
Wood reported that before Ausbon Sargent can begin trail work on the Barton Property, it must be rezoned.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS - BROOKSIDE PARK

DISCUSSION

Wood reported that he has removed the mailbox and sign requesting sign-in. It was agreed that it has been well
established that the park is intensely used and there is no further value in the sign-in. Wood will retain the mailbox and
sign in case it might prove useful elsewhere.
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PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS - SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS (SBH)

DISCUSSION

Wood noted that the outflow pipe in the large beaver pond remains unobstructed and that there is no evidence of
beaver attempting to block the recently opened culvert on Blackberry Way. He further noted that Paul Osgood, who
removed the Blackberry Way dam, has stated that he wishes to donate his time and does not intend to bill for his work.

Davis and Walla reported that they believe that the Brookridge Trail should be rerouted to avoid an eroded bank edge.
Because the trail in that area crosses out of the conservation land, Davis plans to return and flag a new route that both
avoids the eroded area and stays within the blazed boundary. Walla will reach out to the owner of the eroded land to
ask whether the GCC might try to mitigate the erosion.

A discussion of the recommendations by Matthias Nevins of Meadowsend Timberland, Ltd. concerning the SBH
concluded that an improvement harvest should be delayed for roughly a decade for several reasons: 1) even after
combining a harvest in stand 4 with the one originally desired in stand 3, the harvest would be unlikely to break even
economically, 2) the sapling and seedling beech that dominate stand 3 and motivated the desire for a harvest is likely
to be killed by beech leaf disease in the next decade, and 3) the recent logging in the Town Forest to the north and
below Hartshorn Road to the south have already provided open space for early successional forest nearby. Kaszeta
made a motion to delay the harvest; seconded by Buchanan. The motion was put to a vote. Unanimously Approved &
Accepted with Gearhart and Henderson voting remotely.

Garland noted that several oil drums were dumped at the cul-de-sac at the end of Walker Road. The Highway
Department removed them.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Flag a new routing for the Brookridge Trail Davis ASAP
Discuss with owner the mitigation of erosion Walla ASAP
Notify Nevins of the delay of the harvest Wood ASAP

OLD BUSINESS — SHORELAND CUTTING APPLICATIONS

DISCUSSION

Two applications have been approved. Gearhart and Davis agreed to remain as reviewers for cutting application to
assist Kaszeta and Ryan.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
None

OLD BUSINESS - TRAIL MONITORING

DISCUSSION

Henderson reported that there are several trees down on the Rock Ledge Trail. Wood noted that it is time to monitor
Sherwood Forest.

Ryan reported that the monitoring for Ausbon Sargent of the Stamper Property in the SBH has been completed.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Clear Rock Ledge Trail and monitor Sherwood Forest Wood & Davis Nov 9

NEW BUSINESS

DISCUSSION

Wood moved that the membership of the GCC in the NH Association of Conservation Commissions be renewed for
$250 to be drawn from the Supplies budget; seconded by Kaszeta. The motion was put to a vote. Unanimously
Approved & Accepted with Gearhart and Henderson voting remotely.
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Wood noted that the Board of Directors at Eastman has received a recommendation that it support the cost of the
appraisal of 295 Frye Lane. Were that to occur the entire $4,000 contribution from the GCC may not be needed.

Wood also noted that the New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan is being updated and those using open space and
interested in wildlife are encouraged to complete a survey found at https://tinyurl.com/NHWildlifeActionPlanSurvey.

Wood noted that the emerald ash borer infestation will result in many dead trees along our roadsides in the next few
years. It is estimated that Eastman alone has at least a thousand ash that could fall on the road or power lines. He
asked whether the Town should survey its roads in preparation. Garland offered to discuss the topic with Jeff Hastings.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE
Consider the need for a survey of anticipated road obstruction from Garland ASAP
dead ash
ADJOURNMENT

Wood asked if there was any further business. There being no additional business, Buchanan made a motion to
adjourn; seconded by Ryan. The motion was put to a vote.

. Unanimously Approved & Accepted with Gearhart and Henderson voting remotely.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 PM.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Monday, December 2, 2024 in the JWCR of the Grantham Town Hall at 7 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

David Wood
Chair
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