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Town of Grantham 

Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes 
January 28, 2026 

 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 5:03 PM on Wednesday,       
January 28, 2026, by Chair Warren Kimball. The Board met in the Grantham Town Building, Jerry 
Whitney Memorial Conference Room, 300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH.  
 
Present: Chair Warren Kimball; Selectman Peter Garland; Selectman Jeremy Walla; Town 

Administrator Emily Owens; Administrative Assistant III Ann Jasper; Police Chief John 
Parsons; Police Captain James MacKenna; Fire Chief Justin Hastings; Transfer Station 
Supervisor Dana Ramspott; Tom Shemanske; Tod Lloyd; and others 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Selectman Garland made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 01/14/2026; seconded by 
Selectman Walla.  Unanimously approved.  
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR (public comment not accepted) 
 

1. Payroll  
2. Accounts Payable 
3. Alternate Trustee of the Trust Funds Appointment: William F. Weeks 
4. Powers Generator Services, LLC Estimate 
5. UVLSRPC Planning Services Agreement – 2026 Household Hazardous Waste 

Collections 
6. Building Permits: 

a. M/L 225-037-000; 24 Hummingbird Hill – Generator 
b.M/L 215-119-000; 37 Granite Way – Replace Deck Railing 
c. M/L 222-111-000; 33 Slalom Drive – Tub to Shower Conversion 
d.M/L 227-022-000; 1076 Olde Farms Road – Replace Furnace 

7. Correspondence 
a. Granite Arms, LLC 
b. Lake Sunapee Region VNA & Hospice 
c. Mainstay Technologies (2) 
d. UVLSRPC January 2026 E-Bulletin 

 
 
Selectman Walla made a motion to approve the Consent Calendar; seconded by Selectman Garland.    
Unanimously approved.  
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CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
There were no citizen comments.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Class VI Highway Ordinance(s): No new information 

a. Rescind the 1997 and 2000 Ordinances to close Class VI Highways: 
b. Adopt Ordinance regulating weights on Town Highways 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Fire-EMS Activity Report 01/04/2026 – 01/17/2026:  The report was reviewed.  
 
Recreation January 2026 Report: Recreation Director Emily Rinde-Thorsen reviewed her report with 
the Board. She highlighted the following: 
 
The new scoreboard was dedicated to Max Shepherd, and the memorial plaque was put up above the 
scoreboard last week. There were two fifth-sixth grade teams at the dedication with their families. 
They also put out a public invitation and there were current members of the GVS staff and faculty, 
former teachers, and friends and family of the Shepherd’s present. Rinde-Thorsen was able to get a 
picture of all of the boys standing under the scoreboard. 
 
Rinde-Thorsen informed that the price of fireworks is $1,000 per minute. That is the going rate with 
a minimum of a ten minute show. That is the end of the summer price, not the July 4th/250th 
Anniversary price. Town Administrator Owens asked her what the price is for the 250th anniversary. 
Rinder-Thorsen said that this company, who the Town has a good working relationship with, said 
they would not bump up the price, but other companies would. The cost would be $5,000-$10,000 
more within three weeks of July 4th. The companies are already booked, so she thought the end of 
summer would be the best choice. There was some discussion about possibly doing this in 
collaboration with other small towns. 
 
Town Administrator: Town Administrator, Emily Owens, stated that Town Clerk/Tax Collector, Ken 
Story, purchased four poll pads and is seeking reimbursement in the amount of $8,750 from Trust 
Fund #584, Town Clerk/Tax Collector Equipment CRF.  Selectman Walla asked Owens if there was 
a grant for this. She said there was a grant for the tabulator but not the poll pads. Selectman Walla 
asked if the tabulator had been purchased. Owens said it had been purchased and has arrived.  
 
A motion to approve reimbursement for the poll pads, in the amount of $8,750, to come from                         
TTF #584, Town Clerk/Tax Collector Equipment CRF, was made by Selectman Walla; seconded by 
Selectman Garland. Unanimously approved.  
 
Owens reported that, regrettably, there was a snafu with the ordering of the International plow truck 
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and equipment. Road Agent, Jeff Hastings, made the request to put this in the queue in July 2025. 
Somehow the company forgot about it, and it did not get done. Hastings received an updated price 
which includes everything except the trade in. Hastings is requesting that the Board approve this 
purchase to come from TTF #601, Highway Department Vehicles and Equipment CRF for the 
purchase of a 2026 International plow truck and equipment with fit up in the amount of $267,945. 
Selectman Walla asked Owens how much more this is over the original quote. Owens did not have 
that figure and said Hastings was supposed to be here tonight. He will be at the budget hearing at    
6:00 PM. She emphasized that they will not take possession of this truck until at least summer. There 
was discussion about who dropped the ball on the original order. Nothing was signed because the 
process is to call and place your order. It was unclear what happened and Selectman Garland 
commented that, unfortunately, they have no other option.  
 
A motion to approve the purchase of a 2026 International plow truck and equipment with fit up, in 
the amount of $267,940, to come from TTF #601, Highway Department Vehicles and Equipment 
CRF, was made by Selectman Garland; seconded by Selectman Walla. Unanimously approved.  
 
Selectman Walla asked for an update on the grader. Owens said the plan for the budget is to put 
$275,000 back into TTF #601. They have spoken to the CIP Committee about the need for a grader. 
The current grader is about 20 – 25 years old and is on its last leg. Right now, it is currently broken 
and Hastings does not think he can fix it. A new grader is $500,000. A used one would be between 
$100,000 to $150,000, which is Hastings’ goal.  
 
Owens said she reviewed Transfer Station prices with Transfer Station Supervisor Dana Ramspott.   
They decided on the following: The first two Transfer Station stickers are free to homeowners. The 
third one would be $20, up from $10. Renters will also go up to $20 from $10. General businesses 
will be $100, instead of $50 for the first one and $10 for each additional. Refuse haulers will be $500 
for each vehicle. Ramspott provided an updated fee list for C & D to keep up with increased fees. 
Owens explained that, starting January 1, the State of NH, through Casella, is charging a fee of $3.50 
for every ton of trash and C & D (construction and demolition debris). You are supposed to be able 
to get reimbursed for the fee, but there is no clear guidance on how or when to do that, plus the State 
has already said how they are going to use the money. For reimbursement, they do require that you 
provide the invoice with the breakdown of the fees. The first invoice received from Casella had the 
fees rolled into the costs. It was not separated out like it is supposed to be. That will have to be 
corrected. Owens emphasized that the increase to C & D is a pass through cost, not to make a profit. 
 
A motion to approve the proposed changes to Transfer Station fees was made by Selectman Walla; 
seconded by Selectman Garland. Unanimously approved.  
 
Owens informed that there is a resident who takes wood from the Transfer Station and he only likes 
specific types of wood and large pieces. Owens is concerned about safety because he picks the wood 
out of C & D. She is not in favor of this. She said he does good things with it, and she supports what 
he does. He takes the wood and makes toys for children who are in the hospital. However, she has a 
safety concern about allowing him to continue to pick the wood out of C & D. Transfer Station 
Supervisor Dana Ramspott went into detail about his safety concerns. Owens came up with an 
alternative way to help him. If a large piece of wood comes in, like a headboard for example, the guys 
can set it aside and save it for him. We call him and give him a week or two to pick it up. Ramspott 
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said they can do that when he reopens the swap shop. Chair Kimball asked to clarify. Ramspott 
explained that he is having a shack built and when it arrives, he can set up with this guy that if someone 
comes in and they have a headboard, footboard or something else that qualifies for what he is looking 
for, he can set it aside and call him and tell him to come get it by a certain date. If it goes past the 
date, it is gone. Owens thought that was an easy solution and added that this resident is not here in 
the winter. She also was very clear that we will not utilize town staff to pick wood out of C & D with 
the backhoe. It has to be set aside when it comes in.  
 
A motion to authorize the Transfer Station Supervisor in conjunction with the Town Administrator to 
come up with a set of parameters to set aside wood for Wayne Baker, for his charitable activities, 
while making safety a priority, was made by Selectman Walla; seconded by Selectman Garland. 
Unanimously approved.  
 
Owens told the Board that she is working on the budget, the State put us into DRA prereview of the 
warrant articles, and she completed the MS-636. The Board had previously recommended the warrant 
articles and supported moving them forward to the State. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Selectman Walla moved to adjourn, seconded by Selectman Garland; 
by unanimous vote, the Board adjourned at 5:33 PM.  
 
The next regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held on Wednesday,  
February 11, 2026, at 5:00 PM. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann Jasper 
Administrative Assistant III 


