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Town of Grantham 

Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes 
April 8, 2026 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 5:00 PM on Wednesday,       
April 8, 2026, by Chair Peter Garland. The Board met in the Grantham Town Building, Jerry Whitney 
Memorial Conference Room, 300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH.  
 
Present: Chair Peter Garland; Selectman Jeremy Walla; Selectman Thomas Shemanske; Town 

Administrator Emily Owens; Administrative Assistant III Ann Jasper; Police Chief John 
Parsons; Fire Chief Justin Hastings; and others 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Selectman Shemanske made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 03/25/2026; seconded by 
Selectman Walla.  Unanimously approved. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR (public comment not accepted) 
 

1. Payroll 
2. Accounts Payable 
3. Alternate Member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment Appointment – William F. Weeks 
4. Alternate Dunbar Free Library Trustee Appointment – Patricia Beasley 
5. Cemetery Deeds: 

a. Plot 158 
b. Plot 186 

6. Building Permits: 
a. M/L 226-015-000; 131 Yankee Barn Road – Replace Fire Alarm Panel and Devices 
b. M/L 215-176-000; 24 Bright Slope Way – Garage and ADU 
c. M/L 222-147-004; 4 Pleasant Drive – Electrical Update 
d. M/L 220-030-000; 455 Walker Road – Green House 
e. M/L 237-060-001; 385 Cote Road – Add Bay to Garage 
f. M/L 233-016-000; 77 Pillsbury Road – Addition 
g. M/L 222-138-004; 4 Lakeview Place – Gas Stove and Propane Line  
h. M/L 235-027-004; 65 Woodland Heights – Roof Mounted Solar Array 

7. Applications for Veteran’s Tax Credit: 
a. M/L 215-009-036; 836 Cove Drive 
b. M/L 233-089-000; 84 Route 114 
c. M/L 216-005-000; 95 Silo Lane 

8. Correspondence 
a. Marc Bernstein, Chair Dunbar Free Library Board of Trustees 
b. NH DES 

 
Selectman Shemanske made a motion to approve the Consent Calendar; seconded by Selectman 
Walla.  Unanimously approved.  
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CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
There were no citizen comments. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Review and Adoption of the Board of Selectmen Rules of Procedure: This was reviewed extensively 
at the last meeting and Selectman Shemanske made the revisions. A motion to approve and adopt the 
Board of Selectmen Rules of Procedure updated on April 8, 2026 was made by Selectman Walla; 
seconded by Selectman Shemanske. Unanimously approved. 
 
Olde Farms Road Bridge Update:  Town Administrator Owens gave an update on temporary 
solutions: 
 

• There is a company in Pennsylvania that would fabricate the bridge that hinges. It gets placed 
with a crane and folds out and then flips down. They have a 50 foot bridge currently slated for 
production that is scheduled to be completed at the end of May. The cost to buy is $62,500, 
however, Owens wondered what the cost is to transport it here. She would also need to find 
out the cost of the crane to place it.  
 
This company currently does not have one available immediately for rental, however, it’s 
supposed to be available; someone is supposed to return one at the beginning of May. Owens 
questioned if the Town could buy that one and if they would give us a discount.  
 

• Road Agent Hastings is considering another bridge from Hansen Bridge located in 
Springfield, NH. This is a hinged bridge that comes in pieces. There is one in Enfield if they 
want to go look at it. Hansen is more expensive and Hastings is trying to get a price, however, 
they are local so the transportation cost would be less than that cost from the Pennsylvania 
company. Hastings is also getting a timeline from Hansen. They did give us an estimate of 
$50,000 for the initial placement and $1,500 per month to rent.  
 

• Owens said another option is a pre-fab placement bridge made of concrete that gets dropped 
in by crane. This company is in Sanbornton, NH. Hastings is getting pricing for this too.  
 

The different options for a temporary bridge were discussed. They will wait for more information 
regarding costs and timelines.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Fire-EMS Activity Report ending March 28, 2026: The Report was reviewed.  
 
Fire Chief Justin Hastings said they completed a volunteer event with the high school. Three high 
school seniors came down last week and cleaned the Fire Station and washed trucks. They did a 
good job. 
 
Chief Hastings announced his retirement to the Department yesterday.  
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Town Administrator: In the month of March, the office processed sixteen Building Permits, one 
Zoning Board Application, zero Planning Board Applications, and twenty property transfers. 
 
A motion to reconsider the Board’s denial of her Abatement Application was received from 
Deborah Johnson. Owens will consult with Town Counsel. 
 
Police Chief Parsons has a request to purchase four new helmets from Abitech in the amount of 
$4,679.96 to come from TTF #598 Police Department Uniform, Equipment, and Maintenance ETF. 
 
A motion to approve the purchase of four new helmets from Abitech in the amount of $4,679.96, to 
come from TTF #598 Police Department Uniform, Equipment, and Maintenance ETF, was made by 
Selectman Shemanske; seconded by Selectman Walla.  
 
Owens received notice from Town Clerk/Tax Collector, Ken Story, that he will be terminating his 
office’s agent relationship with NH Fish and Game for issuing hunting and fishing licenses and 
OHRV registrations. Story said he received notice from them that they intend to penalize agents 
who submit payments postmarked later than the 14th of the month. He explained in a letter to them 
that given the timing of the town’s check runs, this deadline will be impossible to meet. He heard 
nothing back until April 6th, when he received two late penalty notices totaling $240.90. He called 
and a once per year waiver was available. Story said they do a bit of work but not that much and 
what the town makes in revenue from it is not worth it. Owens said they made about $500 in 
revenue last year.  
 
Owens spoke to someone at the Lebanon Solid Waste Facility asking if there is a cost for the town 
to join as a member so residents could purchase a permit to dispose of trash there if they choose. 
She was told that there is a cost, but they are not taking any new members. 
 
Owens and Transfer Station Supervisor, Dana Ramspott, attended a Drug and Alcohol Reasonable 
Suspicion Training. Owens explained that every supervisor overseeing employees with a CDL 
license is required to complete this training. They only need to take it once. All employees have 
completed the sexual harassment training.  
 
Primex will be opening up their recertification, and the Town gets a discount if we go above and 
beyond what Primex requires. We need to have certain policies in place and be up to date on 
trainings. 
 
We recently had a Joint Loss Management Committee meeting. Primex attended.  
 
Owens said the office staff has done an incredible job. It’s that time of year when we are getting 
Credit and Exemption Applications and Abatement Applications. It’s a lot of work getting that 
completed and recorded and getting our files up to date. 
 
Owens reached out to Town Counsel about the subdivision regulations. She asked him if he has 
reviewed any lately that were phenomenal. He gave her three towns that recently updated their 
regulations, and we should consider looking at them. 
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NON-PUBLIC 
 
Session 1: In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-c, a motion was made by Selectman Walla and 
seconded by Selectman Shemanske to enter into a non-public session at 5:30 PM.  Present: Chair 
Peter Garland; Selectman Jeremy Walla; Selectman Tom Shemanske; Town Administrator Emily 
Owens; and Administrative Assistant III Ann Jasper 
 
Roll Call vote to enter non-public session:  Chair Peter Garland - Yes; Selectman Jeremy Walla - Yes; 
Selectman Tom Shemanske – Yes 
 
A motion was made by Selectman Shemanske to leave the Non-Public session and return to Public 
Session at 7:22 PM, seconded by Selectman Walla. Unanimously approved. 
 
A motion was made by Selectman Shemanske and seconded by Selectman Walla to seal this Non-
Public session because it was determined that divulgence of this information likely would adversely 
affect the reputation of any person other than a member of this board. Unanimously approved. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Selectman Walla moved to adjourn, seconded by Selectman 
Shemanske; by unanimous vote, the Board adjourned at 7:22 PM.  
 
The next regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was to be held on Wednesday, April 22, 2026, 
at 5:00 PM. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann Jasper 
Administrative Assistant III 


