
 NH Prohibited Upland Invasive Plants
ü Autumn Olive

ü Barberry (European )

ü Barberry (Japanese) 

ü Buckthorn (Common)

ü Buckthorn (Glossy)

ü Burning Bush  (Euonymus)

üDameôs Rocket

ü European Black Alder *

ü Garlic Mustard

ü Giant Hogweed *

ü Honeysuckles 

Á Amur (shrub) *

Á  Bella (shrub)

Á  Morrowôs (shrub)

Á  Tartarian (shrub)

Á  Japanese (vine) *

ü Swallow -Wort (Black)

ü Swallow -Wort (Pale )

ü Tree of Heaven: (Ailanthus )*

ü Yellow Flag Iris      

ü Japanese Stilt Grass * 

ü Knotweed (Japanese)

ü Knotweed (Bohemian)

ü Knotweed (Giant) *

ü Kudzu *

ü Mile-A-Minute Weed*

ü Moneywort

ü Multiflora Rose

ü Norway Maple 

ü Ornamental Jewelweed *

ü Perennial Pepperweed *

ü Privet (Blunt -Leaved) *

ü Privet (Common) 

ü Reed Sweet Grass *

ü Round Leaf Bittersweet

ü Spotted Knapweed

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

Ç NH Comprehensive Invasive Plant List:

       restricted & prohibited terrestrial & aquatic plants

Ç UNH Cooperative Extension: Invasive Species Resources

Ç NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food: Invasive 

Species Resources

Ç References

Home with solid fill

*  NH Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR)

 

https://www.nhdfl.dncr.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt866/files/documents/nh-invasive-plant-list.pdf
https://www.nhdfl.dncr.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt866/files/documents/nh-invasive-plant-list.pdf
https://extension.unh.edu/natural-resources/forests-trees/invasive-species
https://extension.unh.edu/natural-resources/forests-trees/invasive-species
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/farms-businesses/plant-industry/invasive-plants
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/farms-businesses/plant-industry/invasive-plants
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/farms-businesses/plant-industry/invasive-plants


Autumn Olive  Elaeagnus umbellata

Description: perennial ŘŜŎƛŘǳƻǳǎ ǎƘǊǳō ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ нлϥ ōȅ нлΩ 
Bark: silvery-gray and smooth, whitish lenticels
Stems: cinnamon-brown. 
Leaves: elliptical, 2-3'' long, glossy, green above and 
silverish below 
Flowers: solitary, whitish, 4-petaled, mid-June 
Fruit: drupe, reddish, juicy
Habitat: Naturalisesin open spaces exposed to full sun.
Spread: Seeds dispersed by birds and wildlife. 
Comments: Very aggressive. nitrogen fixer, outcompetes 
and displaces native species.
Controls: Remove seedlings and saplings by hand. 
Larger shrubs can be mechanically removed, or cut 
and apply herbicide to stump.
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  European Barberry  Berberis vulgaris

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Description: Perennial deciduous shrub 3-8' in height 
by 3-6' in width. 
Stems: Tan bark with 3 long spines at each leaf axis. 
Leaves: Alternate, simple, 1/ 2"-11/ 2'' long, bright green
above, dull below. Finely bristled margins 
Flowers: Perfect, yellow, 1/ 2'' long, mid-April to May.
Fruit: Oblong drupe turning pale red in fall. 
Habitat: Prefers full sun to partial shade and open 
spaces to wooded areas. 
Spread: Seeds are dispersed by birds and wildlife. 
Comments: Highly adaptable to most environments
and is pollution tolerant. 
Controls: Hand pull young plants. Cut or mechanically 
remove older larger plants or apply approved herbicides 
for large populations.
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  Japanese Barberry  Berberis thunbergii

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Description: Perennial deciduous shrub, 2-4 ½ ' tall.
Stems: 1 long spine at each leaf axis. 
Leaves: Spatulate, simple, entire. Color varies
depending on variety. 
Flowers: Small yellowish, bloom in May in clusters of 2-4. 
Fruit: Drupe, turning red in summer.
Habitat: Prefers well drained soils in semi shade and often 
occurring in forests, roadsides, and open fields.
Spread: Seeds are dispersed by wildlife.
Comments: Forms dense thickets in natural environments 
where it becomes established, resulting in impacts to native 
flora and fauna. 
Controls: Remove small immature plants by hand. Dig larger 
Plants with a garden spade or remove mechanically.
Cut stems at base or control with herbicide treatment.
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  Common Buckthorn  Rhamnus cathartica

Description: Perennial deciduous shrub or small tree 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ нлϥ ōȅ мрΩΦ 
Bark: Grayish to brown with raised lenticels. Distinct orange 
inner bark
Stems: Cinnamon colored with terminal spine.
Leaves: Alternate, simple and broadly ovate with toothed 
margins. 
Flowers: Inconspicuous, 4-petaled, greenish yellow, mid-
June. 
Fruit: CƭŜǎƘȅΣ мκпέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΦ 
Habitat: Adapts to most conditions including pH, 
heavy shade to full sun.
Spread: Seeds are bird dispersed. 
Comments: Highly Aggressive, fast growing, outcompetes 
native species. 
Controls: Remove seedlings and saplings by hand. Larger 
trees can be cut or plants can be treated with an herbicide.

Home with solid fill

(1 of 3)



Jan Samanek, Phytosanitary Administration, Bugwood.org 

Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org 

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Jan Samanek, Phytosanitary Administration, Bugwood.org 

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University 
of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

  Common Buckthorn  Rhamnus cathartica

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University 
of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Home with solid fill

(2 of 3)



  Common Buckthorn  Rhamnus cathartica

Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org 

Paul Wray, Iowa State University,                                                     
Bugwood.org 

Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org 

Bruce Ackley, The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org 

Home with solid fill

(3 of 3)



Glossy Buckthorn  Frangula alnus

Description: Perennial, Tall deciduous shrub, up to 
20' in height by 15' wide, 
Bark: Grayish with whitish lenticels. Distinct orange 
inner bark
Twigs: Reddish brown, hairy, buds naked, lenticels 
vertical on new growth, 
Leaves: Ovate, 4-5'' long by 3- 4'' wide, arranged 
alternate or whorled on stem. 
Flowers: Small, greenish white, mid-June. 
Fruit: Fleshy, turning black in the fall. 2-seeded
Habitat: Highly adaptable and pollution tolerant,
full sun to partial shade. 
Spread: Seeds are bird dispersed. 
Comments: Very fast growing, dense canopy shades 
out native species. 
Controls: Remove seedlings and saplings by hand. 
Larger trees can be cut or herbicide may be used.
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   Winged Euonymus  Euonymus  alatus

Barry Rice, sarracenia.com, Bugwood.org

Description: Perennial dŜŎƛŘǳƻǳǎ ǎƘǊǳō ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ нлΩ 
in height and width. 
Stems: Greenish with corky wings. 
Leaves: Oppositely arranged, simple and elliptic,
1-3'' long by half as wide, light green. 
Flowers: Inconspicuous greenish- yellow, May to June. 
Fruit: Fleshy green capsule turning red in fall.
Habitat: Prefers dry upland soils, full sun to heavy shade,
pH adaptable. 
Spread: Seeds are dispersed by birds and wildlife. 
Comments: Outcompetes and displaces
native species. 
Controls: Hand remove seedlings and saplings. Use a
spade or shovel to dig out larger plants. Large populations 
may be controlled with herbicide use.
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  Dames Rocket  Hesperis  matronalis

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Description: Cool season biennial, 2nd year plants flower and 
reach 30" tall.
Leaves: Alternately arranged and lanceolate in shape with 
toothed margins.
Flowers: Terminal racemes, 4-petals, purplish, early to 
mid spring. 
Fruit: Pods, seeds turn brown when mature.
Habitat: Prefers partial sun, moist to mesic conditions such 
as floodplains, forests and roadsides, adaptable to full sun 
with adequate moisture. 
Spread: Seeds spread by water and wildlife.
Comments: Plants spread quickly into natural areas leading 
to competition and displacement of native species. 
Controls: Small populations can be hand pulled while large 
populations can be continuously cut back to prevent 
flowering and seed production. Herbicide treatments
are also effective.
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         European Black Alder  Alnus glutinosa

Description: Medium perennial tree, narrow, upright crown; in its 
native habitat it reaches 80 feet tall and several feet in diameter; rarely 
gets very large in North America. 
Stems: Green and sticky when young, later turning greenish brown; 
buds are stalked, purplish brown in color and somewhat three sided.
Leaf: Alternate, simple, oval to orbicular, 2 to 4 inches long, 2 to 3 
inches wide, rounded or slightly notched tip, doubly serrate margin, 
dark green above, lighter below with some scruffy pubescence in 
vein axils.
Flower: monoecious; male: slender reddish-brown catkins (1 to 1 1/2 
inch long), much longer when shedding pollen; female: small (1/6 inch) 
reddish-brown, cone-like catkins in clusters near branch tips.
Fruit: Cone-like woody catkin, initially green, turning brown when ripe, 
3/4 inch long, egg-shaped, contain many small winged nutlets, 
persistent through winter.
Bark: Initially smooth and grayish green, later turning grayish brown 
and developing irregular, small broken patches.
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   Garlic Mustard  Alliaria  petiolata

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org 

Description: Cool season biennial , 1st year basal rosette, 
2nd year plants flower and reach 2-3 ½ feet tall.
Leaves: triangular, coarsely toothed, heart-shaped. 
Flowers: umbel, small, 4-petals, white, April-May. 
Fruit: Pods, seeds turn black when mature.  
Habitat: Prefers moist shaded floodplains, forests and 
roadsides, adaptable to most soil and light conditions. 
Spread: Seeds spread by water and wildlife.
Comments: Plants spread quickly into natural areas 
leading to competition and displacement of native species. 
Controls: Small populations can be hand pulled while large 
populations can be continuously cut back to prevent 
flowering and seed production. Herbicide treatments
also effective.
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